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Bristol, so as to render more convenient and safe | 


the navigation of the said river by marking the | 
channel thereof. 
On motion of Mr BUFFINGTON, 
Resolved, That leave be given to withdraw from || 
the files of the House the petition and accompany- | 
ing papers of Jeremiah Murphy, asking for a pen- | 
sion. 
On motion of Mr. FOSTER, 
Resolved, That John Mitchell have leave to with- 
draw his petition and papers, which have been re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, from 
the files of the House. 


On motion of Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, 

Resolved, That the Committees respectively on 
Military A@airs, and on Naval Affairs, and on the 
Militia, inquire and report to this House whether, 
instead of the present mode of enlistment and ap- | 
ointment in the army and navy of the United | 
States, private soldiers and sailors may not be pro- | 
cured by drafts, and officers by promotion of pri- | 
vates. | 


i 


On motion of Mr. LIGON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire inte the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Elli- 
cott’s Mills to Rockville, in the State of Mary- 
land. 


On motion of Mr. SEDDON, 
Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and | 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency || 
of providing by law for the allowance of a reason- 
able compensation to the clerks of the district 
courts of the United States, for the labor performed | 
by them in making out the returns exhibiting the 
operations of the late bankrupt law of the United 
States, called for by a circular from the Secretary 
of State, in execution ofa resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the 28th Congress. 


On motion of Mr. BIGGS, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means inquire into the expediency of making an 
appropriation to reimburse the owners of loan office 
certificates issued under the authority of the Con- 
gress of the Confederation. 


On motion of Mr. BARRINGER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into expe- 
diency of establishing a post route weekly from 
Salisbury, in North Carolina, by way of Brinkle’s 
Ferry, to ‘'roy, in Montgomery county, in North 
Carolina, as reported in the post office bill of the 
last session of Congress. 

On motion of Mr. DOCKERY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
propriety of establishing a post route from Albe- 
marie, in the State of North Carolina, by Daniel 





Reap’s and Morgan’s Mills, to Clear Creek post 
office and back, by Thomas Rowland’s. 


Mr. BURT presented the memorial of John | 
| 


Lowe, praying an appropriation to enable him to 
construct and embellish a copy of his astronomic 
chart upon a new principle, for the use of the United 
States; which memorial was referred to the Com- 


Mr. COBB called up the resolution he submitted 
a few days ago, repealing so much of the 4ist rule | 
of the House as permits ‘‘ any member requesting 
to be excused from voting to make a brief verbal 
statement of the reasons for making such re- 
quest.” 

Mr. COBB moved the previous question. 
A motion was made that the House do now ad- 


mittee on the Library. | 


journ, which was not carried. 

The question then recurred on seconding the 
previous question; and, on a division of the House, 
a quorum did not vote. 

he House then adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 
Petitions, memorials, &c., were presented and 
referred, under the rule, as follows: 
By Mr. SPEAKER: The petition of Caleb Bell, adminis- 
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trator of Matthew Rell, asking for mofey due said Matthew 


at the time of his death as a dragoon, in 1834. Also, the 


petition of Peter Huston, a licutenant in the northwestern | 


army, during the last war with Great Britain, asking for a 
pension. 

By Mr. THURMAN: Evidence accompanying House bill 
No. 406, entitled “A bill for the relief of Thomas Scott, 
register of the land office at Chillicothe, for services con- 
nected with the duties of his office.’’ 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Massachusetts: The memorial 
of the President and Feltows of Harvard University, in rela- 
tion to the duties on books and scientific apparatus imported 


for the use of colleges. 


By Mr. WINTHROP: The petitions of Thomas C. Wales, 


of Boston, and of 8. 1. Babcock, of Boston, severally pray- | 
| ing indemnification for French spoliations prior to 1800. 


By Mr. SEDDON: The petition of John N. Breckhouse 


| and John Simpkins, administrators of Covington Simpkins, | 


Geceqned, praying indemnity for spotiations by the French 
prior to 1800. 

By Mr. MILLER: A memorial from sundry ship-owners 
and merchants of the city of New York, in relation to the 


law of libel of ships. Also, the petition of the pilots of the || 


port of New York. Also, a petition from George Wilkes and 
1,300 citizens of New York city, in favor of a National Rail- 
road to the Pacific ocean. 

By Mr. CRANSTON: The petition of David Melville, 


administrator on the estate of Benjamin Fry, deceased. | 
Also, the petition of Samuel Allen, for allowance of coin- | 
missions. Also, the petition of citizens of Providence, ask- 


ing for an appropriation to remove obstructions from the 


entrance of the harbor of Providence. Also, the petition of | 


citizens of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, asking an ap- 
propriation to remove obstructions in the river near Paw- 
tucket. Also, the petition of Philip Allen and others, pray- 


ing indemnity for spoliations committed by the French Gov- | 
ernment previous to 1800. Also, the petition of Samuel 


Gladding, praying for remission of duties. 


By Mr. ABBOTT: The petition of Leonard Ward and | 
sixty-nine others, citizens of Andover, Massachusetts, pray- | 
ing Congress to use all constitutional powers for terminating | 


as soon as possible the Mexican war, without any further 
effusion of blood. 


By Mr. BAYLY: The petition of Josiah Colston, praying | 


that the accounting officers of the treasury may be directed 
to open his accounts as purser in the navy, and make him 


sundry allowances. Also, the petition of Robert Anderson, | 
administrator of Patrick Maccauly, praying that Congress | 


may make an appropriation to satisfy the claimants for 
French spoliations prior to 1800. Also, the petition of John 


N. Breckhouse and Jolin Simpkins, administrators of Cov- | 
ington Simpkins, deceased, with asimilar prayer. Also, the | 


petition of Joice Billups, with a similar prayer. 


By Mr. GRINNELL: The petition of all the Marine In- 


surance Companies of the city of New York, against the 
repeal of the pilot law of 1837. Also, the petitions of David 
Anthony, of Fall River, Reuben Cook, of Provineetown, and 


T. B. White, of New Bedford, asking remuneration for French || 


spoliations prior to 1800. 

By Mr. WOODWARD: The memorial of the President 
and Faculty of the South Carolina College, praying a repeal 
of the duties on books imported by colleges and literary in- 
stitutions. 

By Mr FRIES: The petition of Charles Foreman, of Car- 
ro county, Ohio. 

Ry Mr. ROBERTS: The memorial of William W. Yerby, 


of Hinds county, Mississippi, asking to be permitted to com- |} 
| plete and perfect his entry (as assignee of Thomas Jordan) | 


to a certain quarter section of land therein described. Also, 


| the petition of the legal representatives of Lemuel P. Mont- || 


gomery, deceased, praying a pension and bounty lands. 


By Mr. HUBARD, of Virginia: The memorial of Willis 


Wilson and William W. Wilson, heirs of Willis Wilson, 


deceased, petitioning Congress for five years’ full pay due | 


the latter for revolutionary ecrvices. 


ae 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, December 30, 1846. 


On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTONgthe reading 
of the Journal was dispensed with; when— 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, rose and ad- 
dressed the Senate as follows: 

Mr. President: Louisiana has to mourn the loss 
of another of her distinguished sons! It is with 
unfeigned sorrow I announce to the Senate the 
death of my late friend and colleague, the Hon. 
A.exanper Barrow, who died at Baltimore yes- 
terday morning at five o’clock, after a short and 
violent attack of illness, which would not yield to 
the best medical skill. All the relief that medical 
science and skill could accomplish was applied in 
vain. He left this city on the 24th instant, on a 
short visit to Baltimore, apparently in perfect 
health, and I only heard of ‘his illness the day be- 
fore his death. Indeed, so sudden and unexpected 





was the shock produced by the annunciation of the 
sad €vent yesterday, that I cannat yet hardly real- 


ize the fact, and do not feel sufficiently com 
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when his dangerous situation became known 
through the telegraph, is now dispelled by the mel- 
ancholy gloom spread over the whole city. It is, 
indeed, but too true that ALEXANDER Barrow, the 
pure patriot and enlightened statesman, is no 
more. 
Three years have not passed away since Mr. 
Barrow announced in ap propriate and eloquent 
terms the death of his late distinguishes colleague; 
and since then it has devolved on me to present the 
, ordinary resolutions as a mark of respect to the 
memory of two of my colleagues of the other 
House of Congress, and a similar resolution will 
now be offered on this melancholy occasion. In 
less than three years, two Senators and two Rep- 
resentatives in Congress from the same State have 
been gathered to their fathers, The death of my 
late colleague was the most unexpected; for he was 
not only in the vigor of life, but he possessed a 
strong consutution. 

The ways of Providence are indeed inscrutable. 
It may with truth be said, chat “ whilst in life we 
are in death.”’ 

Of Mr. Barrow’s early history I know but lit- 
tle. He was a native of Tennessee, and was, I 
am told, about forty-five years of age. His family 

/and connexions are of the highest respectability, 
and have been long distinguished for their talents 
and patriotism. After having compieted his edu- 
cation, Mr. Barrow studied law, and was admit- 
ted to the bar in Tennessee; immediately after 
which, I believe, he removed to Louisiana, where 
he pugsued his profession for some time with suc- 
cess; and, had he remained at the bar, would have 
attained the highest distinction. Being independ- 
ent in his circumstances, and fond of agricultural 
pursuits, after a few years’ practice he retired from 
the bar, and became a successful planter, and has 
since devoted his attention mainly to the cultiva- 
tion of the earth. 
Mr. Barrow served, however, repeatedly in the 
| Legislature of Louisiana with reputation, and was 
regarded as a distinguished member; and he re- 
ceived from the people of the State many other 
|, proofs of their highest respect and confidence. His 
|| election to the Senate of the United States, under 
|| circumstances the most flattering, is the best evi- 
|| dence of the high estimation in which he was held 
| by the people of his adopted State, by whom his 
1 character and services will ever be held in grate- 
| ful remembrance. The news of his death will 
| peewee throughout the State, as it has produced 
ih 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ere, the deepest emotions of sorrow. 

Mr. Barrow was distinguished for his bland 
‘| and courteous manners, for his frank and manly 
deportment, and for his many generous and noble 
traits of character. No man, in fact, Had more 
sincere and devoted friends whilst living, and no 
one has died more lamented, He performed his 
duties here with zeal and ability, and, at the same 
time, in the most frank and conciliatory spirit; and 
‘| I am sure that it is no exaggeration to say, that in 
|| his intercourse with his brother Senators, his de- 
|| portment on all occasions was such as to command 
| the respect and confidence of every member of this 
| body. He has now cloged his earthly career, but 
} he has gone, I hope, to a better and happier world. 
|| Although he expired far from his home, and 
| from the cherished partner of his bosom, it must 
| be a source of some consolation to her, and to her 
| orphan children, to learn that he was surrounded 
| at that.awful moment by devoted friends, from 
1 


whom he received every attention which friend- 
| ship could bestow, and that he died as he had lived, 
| without fear and without reproach, relying upon 
| the mercy of his Redeemer. And what shall be 
| said of their bereavement? There is a silence 
_which is more expressive than language. — We 
| forbear, in humble submission to the will of 
, Heaven—in grateful recollection, that ‘‘ He who 
|| strikes has power to heal.” 

The character of the deceased was indeed, sir, 
|| of the highest order. As a Senator, a citizen, 


to do justice to the memory of the deceased in the || and a gentleman—indeed, in all the relations of 


few remarks I pro tomake. The deep anxiet 
P byt tH y 


felt here not only he members of 


blic and private life—he was esteemed and be- 
oved. Asa patriot, a firm and uncompromuing 


of Congress, but by all classes of the community, |! friend of his country and of her Constitation, he 























































aac peaieteaeaiens nial 


Selena tied aided 


Pa 


re ee 


Pe 


EM, te wien Se Re 





wr tt, * 


aR, 


4 
; rs % 
| 4 Ba 
2 + 
ee z 
=. 
Bf, 
eer ©) 
oe » 
ee: i 
;% : 
Diet 
ihe Be 
batt % 
ie 
cols a 
mas & 
i x 
, = 
, 
Bat = 
z H t 
tt ce 
$iti of 
Bort es 
. ; 2 
ai 
ie 
; ‘ 
m © ry 
' “ 
: 
£ ™y 
I J 
: 4 
j.3 
‘> 
Bo ae 
4 ‘ § 
it 
;S 
ah > 
% e 3 
ay :% ay 
rt: & 
£4. 
SH 
i iS 
at 2 
| 
if 











s 


had no superior. Brave, ardent, and chivalrous 
i 
} 


in his temperament, and devoted to the principles 
of civil and religious liberty, had he lived in the | 
days of the early struggles for English freedom, | 
he would have bled by ue side of Hampden in the | 
field, or died with Sidney on the scaffold. Yet, sir— 
« Hix life was gentle, 
And the elements so mixed in him, i 
That Nature might stand up, | 
And say to all the world, ‘ TH1s Was A MaN.’”’ 


Mr. BENTON said, in rising, Mr. President, 
to second the motion for paying to the memory of | 
our deceased brother Senator the last honors of | 
this body, I feel myself to be obeying the impul- 
sions of an hereditary friendship, as well as con- | 
forming to the practice of the Senate. Forty 
years ago, when coming to the bar at Nashville, | 
it was my good fortune to enjoy the friendship of 
the father of the deceased, then an inhabitant of 
Nashville, and one of its most respected citizens. 
The deceased was then too young to be noted | 
amongst the rest of the family. ‘The pursuits of 
life soon carried us far apart, and long after, and 
for the first ime to know each other, we met on | 
this floor. We met not as strangers, but as 
friends—friends of early and hereditary recollec- 
tions; and all our intercouse since—every incident 
and every word of our lives, public and private— 
has gone to strengthen and confirm the feelings | 
under which we met, and to perpetuate with the 
son the friendship which had existed with the 
father. Up to the last moments of his presence 
in this Chamber—up to the last moment that I 
saw him—our meetings and partings were the cor- 
dial greetings of hereditary friendship; and now, 
not only as one of the elder Senators, but as the 
early and family friend of the deveased, I come 
forward to second the motion for the honors to 
his memory. 

The Senator from Louisiana {[Mr. Jonnsex] has 
performed the office of duty and of friendship to | 
his deceased friend and colleague. Justly, truly, 
and feelingly has he performed it. With deep 
and heartfelt emotion he has portrayed the virtues, 
and sketched the qualities, which constituted the 
manly and lofty character of ALExanper Barrow. 
He has given usa picture as faithful as it is honor- | 
able, and it does not become me to dilate upon what | 
he has so well presented; but, in contemplating the 
rich and full portrait of the high qualities of the 
head and heart which he has presented, suffer me 
to look for an instant to the source, the fountain, 
from which flowed the full stream of generous and | 
noble actions which distinguished the entire life | 
of our deceased brother Senator. I speak of the 
heart—the moble heart—of ALexanper Barrow. 
Honor, courage, patriotism, friendship, generosity, | 
—fidelity to his friend and his country—the social 
affections—devotion to the wife of his bosom, and 
the children of their love: all—all, were there! and 
never, not once, did any cold, or selfish, or timid 
calculation ever come from his manly head to check 
or balk the noble impulsions of his generous heart. 
A quick? clear, and strong judgment found nothing | 
to restrain in these impulsions; and in all the wide | 
circle of his public and private relations—in all | 
the words and acts of his life—it was the heart 
that moved first; and always so true to honor that | 
judgment had nothing to do but to approve the im- | 
pulsion. From that fountain flowed the stream 
of the actions of his life; and now what we all | 
deplore—what so many will join in deploring—is, | 
that such a fountain, so unexpectedly, in the full 
tide of its flow, should have been so suddenly dried | 
up. He was one of the younger members of this 
body, and in all the hope and vigor of meridian 
manhood, Time was ripening and maturing his 
faculties. He seemed to have a right to look for- 
ward to many years of usefulness to his country 
and to his family. With qualities evidently fitted 
for the field as well as for the Senate, a brilliant 
future was before him, ready, as I know he was, | 
to serve his country in any way that honor and 
duty should uire. 

Mr. BREESE next arose, and spoke as follows: 
Mr. President: It is not in my power to add any- 
thing®to the eulogies already so eloquently pro- | 
nounced by the more particular friends of the | 
deceased, in the beautiful language of sincerity and 
truth. Be it niy humble purpose to fling but one | 
flower upon his grave—to add but one slight trib- | 
ute, among more valued offerings, to his acknow- | 
ledged worth; a tribute, sir, though slight, perhaps 
not altogether valueless, coming as it does from a | 


/ we seek a nobler and more majestic front? Where 
| are we to seek and where to find a loftier nature, 
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political opponent as ardent and as decided in the 
support of his principles as he whom we all mourn 
was known to be in the cause he espoused. It 
was not my fortune, Mr. President, to know/in- 
timately the deceased until after the close of the 
last long and laborious session of Congress. We 
met, in our journey to our distant homes, at the 
Falls of Niagara, and proceeded thence through 
our vast ocean lakes quite to Ilinois—he pursuing 
his way by the rivers to his, and I overland my 
route to my home. In this intercourse, so cordial 
and friendly as it was, there were daily developed 
the most amiable points of his character, winning 
my regard, and advancing us ree mgs mere | 
acquaintances to intimate friends. This, I know, | 
sir, from the mutual regrets expressed in parting, 
and from the warm and cordial welcome on our 
meeting here at the commencement of this session 
—he then, in all the pride of his manhood, gazing 
with joyous and contented eyes upon the beautiful 
world before him, and which the apparent health- 
fulness and vigor of his frame gave him promise 
he should long enjoy. But, Mr. President, what 
a change a few days have made! 
Ail, all, that promise fair 
Has sougiit the grave, to sleep forever there.”? 
Ardently and sincerely devoted as he was to his | 

varty and its principles, it was his good fortune, 
Mr. President, 1 take it upon myself to say, to 
enjoy in the highest degree the unbounded respect 
of his opponents, and of all his associates here; 
no matter how amiable, sincere, or kind they may | 
be, he alone, perhaps, of all of them, could say, 
**] have no personal enemy.” Nor could he have; 
for a kinder or «a manlier heart never beat within a 
human bosom. But now.he isnomore! Though 
but in his meridian, life’s evening shadows have 
fallen, and the portals of the tomb will soon close 
upon him forever! Gone from among us and for- 
ever, and from all he loved, is that manly form we 
delighted to look upon; quenched is the fire and 
spirit of that eye that so often beamed in kindness; | 
pulseless is now that heart whose every throb was 
in unison with friendship, fidelity, and with all the | 
generous and captivating qualities that adorn man’s | 
best nature. Faults he had—let the grave hide | 
them. ‘The memory of his many virtues will be | 
preserved, if not in brass or marble, upon a more | 
valued and more durable material—the hearts of | 
his friends and his countrymen. I join, Mr. Presi- | 
dent, with melancholy satifaction in assent to such | 
resolutions as may be offered, appropriate to the 
occasion. 

Mr. HANNEGAN remarked: I also desire, || 
with a mournful heart, to add my feeble but sin- | 
cere testimony to the exalted worth, and noble and 
manly and generous spirit which in life adorned, | 
and now, as he lies cold and shrouded, sanctify 
the memory of ALexanper Barrow. Come when | 
it may in our midst, Mr. President, death never | 
fails to make its impress upon those who survey 
its work. There are none so careless, none so 
indifferent, as to defy its impressions, when even 
a casual acquaintance falls. But the feeling of awe | 
and of gloom which pervades this Chamber to-day 
is far beyond the usual and ordinary feeling. One | 
of us—one who has long occupied a high place 
here, in his country’s highest place, has been sud- | 
denly, and almost without warning, stricken down. 
But a day or two since—to me it seems but an 
hour—and We was here, beloved and respected by |) 
all; in all the pride of intellect, and in all the roy- | 
alty of the most vigorous and athletic manhood. | 
Where, sir, shall we look to find a more manly, | 
commanding, and symmetrical form? Where shall | 


a soul more elevated, or a heart more kind, more 
generous, and more gentle? I know not one—not | 
one. 

Heaven had blessed him with that high nature | 
which knows no disguise, and scorns all unmanly | 
concealment. He knew no art; dissimulation, | 
with its fell train of poisons, had no home in his 
bosom. In all his bearings here, from the hour in 
which my eyes first rested upon him, I have known | 
nothing of him but what became, proudly became | 
an American Senator. Brave, generous, manly, | 
and highly gifted, he discharged his duties here as || 
a proud representative of a proud people. And |) 
how beautifully, how happily were all the elements | 
of our nature commingled in him! He had “a || 
heart formed for pity. and a hand open as day to | 
melting charity.’’ That heart—that heart is cold, ! 


a 


time above the ground. 


Dec. 30, 
and that hand is still, and Barrow—Barroy 
the name so often uttered in this chamber, and 
never but in tones of kindness—Barrow, with hig 
elastic step, with his joyous look, his noble pres. 
ence, and his winning virtues—Barrow sits with 
us here no more; yon vacant chair tells the stern 
reality—Barrow will be with us no more. Stranve 
and mysterious Providence! The most robust of 
all our number—he who but a week since stood 
here fit model for an ancient hero or a demigod— 
he is the first to be gathered to dust, and that, too 
before his noon of life was reached, and Jone, lone 
before the harvest to our eyes seemed ready for the 
reaper. 5 

It was my happy fortune to contract an acquaint. 
ance with him shortly after I entered the Senate, 
which gradually ripened into a most intimate 
friendship. I knew him well—I knew him wel|— 
I loved him dearly; and, Mr. President, I will say 
that in private, as in his public life, I found him 
ever distinguished by the same lofty characteris. 
tics, the same scrupulous regard for honor and 
propriety, the same rare endowment of remarkable 
common sense, the same sound discriminating 


| judgment, and a perception unusually, singularly 


clear, quick, and correct. The delight of the so- 
cial circle, ALEXANDER Barrow was master of ql! 
the social virtues. He won all hearts that ap- 
»woached him as with a spell. The last time that 
| saw him, Mr. President, he came to visit me in 


my sick room. It was but a few days since, not 


, ten; we were alone for some time; the conversation 


turned upon home—upon our own homes—and we 
spoke of distant and dearly-loved friends; and, sir, 
I shall never forget how his eye lighted up as he 
talked of his approaching retirement from public 
life, and dwelt upon his future career of tranquil 
happiness, when, engaged only in domestic pur- 
suits, he should be surrounded daily and hourly 
by those endearments which he fondly—but alas! 
how vainly—fancied were reserved for him through 
many, many long years at home. He dwelt upon 
his home, and those who were there—of her, its 
light, its joy—his wife. He spoke, as I have 
often heard him speak of her before, in those ten- 
der and respectful terms which tell that the love of 
the heart borders on idolatry. 


«< But alas! nor wife nor children more shail he behold, 
Nor friends, nor sacred home.’’ 


I have come here to-day, Mr. President, all unfit 
for the duty, feeble and out of health, to bear a 
passing, slight, slight tribute to friendship—to give 
a slight expression of my feelings on this mournful 
occasion. { come, prompted by those feelings of 
attachment and respect which I cherished for our 


|, deceased friend in life, and by that melancholy 


regard with which I shall continue to hold him in 
memory through life. I could not forbear—I could 
not do less. I will add the expression of the sin- 
gle hope that she to whom I have alluded—the 
poe of his bosom—when the lapse of time shall 
rave relieved her overcharged heart of its heavy 
burden—that she may find a mournful consolation 
in turning back to the proceedings which marked 
his last hours; and after those hours were gone, 
the sombre scenes which filled up his little abiding 
I trust, sir, that when 
time, and years, and above all, the soothing voice 
of religion, shall have abated the mighty burden 


of her grief, and she shal’ have become calm in 


her wo, she will find a relief, a sad relief, in the 
thought, that though it was denied her hand to 
smooth his dying pillow, to bathe his fevered 


| brow, and to catch from his pallid lips the last fond 


sigh, yet kind and devoted friends, his best-loved 
associates and comrades in this Chamber, were 


| there to watch, not with her love—ah, no! that 


could not be—but with the love and sorrow of 
brothers to watch over the closing scene, and min- 
ister to his departing struggles. And I trust, also, 
that she may find something to break her Brief in 
Ahe thought that at his obsequies strangers of whom 


_ she never heard, were eager to pay just tribute to 
-his exalted worth, and embalm with heartfelt 
_ homage 


the memory of her husband. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN then rose, much affected, 
and said: I desire, Mr. Presidept, however need- 
less it may be after what has been said, to offer 
my tribute in a few words. Mr. C. then paused, 
and, after an evident struggle with his feelings, he 
could only say, ‘I beg pardon, Mr. President,” 
and sat down. 

Mr. MANGUM thereupon rose and moved the 
following: 








Resolved, unanimously, That a committee be ap- 


inted by the Vice President to take order for su- 
erintending the funeral of the Hon. ALexanprr 
3,anrzow, which will take place to-morrow at the 
hour of twelve M., and that the Senate will attend 
the same. ; 

Resolved, unanimously, That the members of the 
Senate, from a sincere desire of showing every 
mark of respect due to the memory of the Hon. 
Avexanper Barrow, deceased, late a member 
thereof, will go into mourning for him one month, 
by the usual mode of wearing crape on the left 
arm. ‘ le 

Resolved, unanimously, That, as an additional 
mark of respect for the memory of the Hon. Arex- 
anneR Barrow, the Senate do now adjourn. 


Ordered, That the Secretary communicate these | 


receedings to the House of Representatives. 
The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 30, 1846. 





The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
answer toa resolution of the House of the 21st 
instant, transmitting a report as to whether the 
weighers, gaugers, and measurers heretofore em- 
ployed at the various custom-houses in the United 
States have been retained in office since the tariff 
act of 1846 went into operation; which communi- 
cation and report were laid upon the table. 


The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 
ness to be the continuation of the call of the States 
for resolutions—the pending question being on the 


resolution of the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. | 


Coss.] 
On motion of Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Resolved, That when the House adjourn on | 


Tharsday next, it adjourn to meet on Saturday. 


Mr. STARK WEATHER asked leave to make 
a personal explanation, _ 

No objection being made— 

Mr. 8, stated that he found in the Union the 
following: * I do not know whether the officer has 
any responsibility.”” Sir, (continued Mr. S.,) I 
said no such thing. I did say that the honorable 
gentleman [Colonel Baker] was responsible, and 
gave as a reason that he had been more fortunate 
than some of his gallant comrades, inasmuch as 


he had received for mileage as a member of this | 


House, for this session, $1,260; for six days’ ser- 
vice, as member, $48. I find, sir, $1,260 for mile- 
age; for actual service as member, $48. 


weapons, these, in the hands of a soldier. I fur- 
ther find that he drew for seventy-eight days’ ser- 
vice after he left Congress last session, and when 
he was acting (as I am informed) as colonel in the 
United States service. He (Mr. B.] stated in his 
speech on this floor that he was ordered here b 

his commanding officer. If so, he is entitled to 
ten cents per mile for that service. It being about 
three thousand five hundred miles from Monterey 


here, and the same distance back, his compensa- | 


tion for that service will be $700, making the ag- 
gregate amount of $2,656 in addition to his com- 


together with rations, &c. Sir, I repeat that I did 
not say that Colonel Baker was not responsible, 
but the reverse, for the reasons stated. 

Sir, I have sent a note to General Towson to 
ascertain when Colonel Baxer’s pay commenced 
as colonel of the United States army. If I am 
wrong as to the time, it will give me pleasure to 
eorrect it. 


CLOTHING OF VOLUNTEERS. 


Mr. HARALSON, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, to which had been referred the 
Joint resolution relative to the clothing for volun- 
teers, reported the same with the following amend- 
ment: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, the 
Secretary of War be authorized and directed immediate. 
to cause to be forwarded and delivered to the assistan 
quartermaster of each regiment of volunteers an amount of 
clothing for the men of the same equal to their wants, and 
that the said quartermaster be authorized and direeted to 
deliver cl to each non-commissioned officer, musi- 
cian, and private, whose necessities require the same, at the 


| to-day. 
| What he had to offer would take buta few words, 


I further | 
find the honorable gentleman draws stationery to | 
the amount of $20, amongst which were four port- | 
folios, six knives, and one paper-folder—formidable | 


Soe nena senna ena ne 
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price which the said clothing has cost the Government, and 
that the amount so delivered to each shall be charged on 
the pay-roll, and deducted from his pay. 

The question was then put, Will the House 
agree to the resolution as amended? and 

It was decided in the affirmative, and the reso- 
lution as amended was passed. 


INCREASE OF PAY OF THE ARMY. 
Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, on leave, offered 


the foliowing amendments to be proposed, when 
in order, to the bill concerning the increase of pay 
to the army of the United States: 

Strike out sections 3 and 4, and insert— 

“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That each volunteer, 
non-commissioned officer, or private, in the army of the 
United States, who has volunteered, or may volunteer, for 
twelve months or during the war, or who has enlisted or 
may enlistin the army of the United States for a period of 
five years or during the war, and who shall have gone or 
may go into the service, shall be entitled at the end of his 
lime of service, Or upon receiving an honorable discharge, 
to three months’ additional pay, and to a warrant for a quar- 
ter section of land, to be located in legal subdivisions upon 
any land belonging to the United States.’ 

W hen the House adjourned yesterday, the busi- 
ness before it was the resolution moved by Mr. 
Coss, a few days ago, repealing so much of the 
41st rule of the House as permits “‘any member 
requesting to be excused from voting, to make a 
brief verbal statement of the reasons for making 
such request.” 

On which the previous question was pending. 

= ; on : ; 

The House being divided this morning on sec- 
onding the previous question, the tellers reported— 
in favor of a second 62, against it 23; no quorum 
voting. 


Mr. GEORGE S. HOUSTON moved a call of 


‘the House; on which motion the yeas and nays 


were taken, and there were yeas 42, nays 68. 
So the House refused to order a eall; but no 


| quorum voted. 


Mr. BAKER said that he had not been in the 
House yesterday when some remarks were made 
in regard to the resolution he had the honor to 
offer; and he had been told that some further com- 
mentaries of a kindred kind had been made here 
It was not his purpose to reply to them. 


and he would promise not to detain the House five 
minutes. 

He did not pretend to be skilled in constitutional 
law, nor to be very thoroughly acquainted with 
the precise extent of the privileges enjoyed by 
members of the House. But he could state that, 


| in coming to the city for two or three days only, 


to present himself on the floor of the House that 


_he might state some facts as to the condition and 
| wants of the army, it had been, he supposed, suf- 


ficient to justify him that gentlemen not obscure 
in the army, as he was, but men who had written 


| their names in blood upon the ranks of their coun- 
| ry’s enemies, had done the same thing. He might 


refer, in that connexion, to the hero of the Thames. 


As another instance, to General ****, and to Col- | 


onel Moore, who left his post at the head of his 


regiment, and took his seat as presiding officer in || 


the Senate of Illinois, by virtue of his office as 
Lieutenant Governor of the State. He had in this 


acted, as Mr. B. believed, properly and wisely. | 


The major of the regiment to which Mr. B. was 
attached, was a Senator in the State Legislature. 


. i 'None of these individuals had ever so much as 
pensation as colonel of the United States army, | 


dreamed that they were violating any principle of 
constitutional law, or any privilege of any legisla- 
tive body, by taking those seats to which the choice 
of the people had entitled them. 

In addition to these facts, Mr. B. was under- 
stood by the reporter to say that the commissioned 
officers of his own regiment had addressed a letter 
to him, stating that it would give them pleasure if 


he would obtain leave of absence for a few days, | 


and come to Washington to make those statements 


| of fact which he had recently laid before the House. 


He had proposed to them that he should resign 
his place in the army, and, availing himself of his 
right as a member Sig: should come on and ad- 


united in begging him not to do it, but to come on 
for a few days, and return to them without delay. 

It was not, of course, very pleasant to him to 
have inquiries made and allusions indulged in here 
with regard to his private affairs; yet he could 
stand all that: but he could not bear to be accused 


|| doing service and receiving com 
' army officer. 


i 


j 


vocate their interests on the floor of Congress. To | 
this they had unanimously objected, and (with, | 
he believed, the exception of two or three,) had | 





— 
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PS 
of doing anything in opposition, to th® wisliga\ 
either of his constituents or the regimgnty:Ptyhict | 
Gi ~ 


it was his honor to serve. S 
Whatever remarks gentlemen ee eee t= 


edge hint 
to the House that he had uot, in presenting hi!- 


dulged in on his course, he could p 
self before them here as the advocate of the volun- 
teers, done anything which he could suppose the 
House would deem either indelicate or improper. 
If, in the course of argument on that floor, any- 
thing had been said which was calculated to grate 
on his feelings, and those who had indulged in 
such remarks had deemed it delicate and within 
their privilege to make them, Mr. B. should cer- 
tainly not allude to them there, or then. If any- 
thine had been said which reflected on his character 
as a gentleman, this was not the time nor was this 
the place that he should think it fit to ask any ex- 
planation in regard to them. 

And now he hoped he might be permitted to add 

a word to what he had formerly said in support of 
| the resolution he had had the honor to submit. 
i The resolution had, as he before stated, been 
drawn up by the Secretary of War. Mr. B. had 
proposed, as colonel, to take no new responsibil- 
ity. He had already been intrusted with large 
/amounts of public property, in the form of camp 
equipage, &e. These were put under his control 
as an officer of the army. No officer was required 
_ to give bonds as to the disposition of such things. 
Every captain in the army was intrusted with all 
the clothing for his own company; and many offi- 
cers had the charge of more military clothing in 
the course of a year for cue regiment of men than 
this resolution would put at his own disposal for 
i the use of ten regiments. Fe cared not in what 
form the object he had in view for the benefit of 
|| the volunteer regiments was effected, provided it 
was done in any form. Let the elothing be put in 
charge of the commissary, if the House preferred 
| that arrangement. If itcould only be accomplished 
‘atall, he should feel grateful and pleased to have 
heen the instrument of making some addition to 
the soldierly appearance of these troops in the 
field. 

Mr. SCHENCK said there could be no more 
appropriate time than the present to bring before 
the House a question of privilege, having relation 
to the seat upon that floor of the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. Baker] who had just addressed them. 
The gentleman would not, he was sure, misunder- 
stand him, neither would the House; it was with 
the utmost good feeling toward that gentleman that 
he made the present remarks, and exclusively from 
a sense of duty that he was induced to suggest to 

| the House the propriety of looking into a question 
which, as he viewed it, concerned the independ- 
ence of the legislative department of this Govern- 
ment. 

The CHAIR here reminded Mr. Scuencx that 

a vote of the House, recently taken, had shown 
that no quorum was present in the Hall, and he 
would suggest to the gentteman the propriety of not 
pressing so important a subject, or offering any 
resolution in regard to it in so thin a House. 
Mr. SCHENCK replied that, under these eir- 
' cumstances, he certainly should not press the 
inquiry at this.time. The résolution he had de- 
signed to offer proposed an inquiry by the Com- 
‘| mittee of Elections as to the right of the honorable 
| Mr. Baxer, of Illinois, to occupy a seat upon the 
|| floor of the House, he having accepted a commis- 
| sion in the army of the United States, and now 
nsation as an 
It was based On this provision in 
| the Constitution of the United States, 6th section, 
article first. It contained, in the first part of the 


|| sentence, a general provision, which did not touch 
|| the case. 


It was in these words: 


*¢ No Senator or Representative shall, during the time for 
| which he was elected, be inted to any civil office under 


|| the authority of the United States, which shal! have been 


| ereated, or the emoluments whereof shall have been in- 
creased, during such time.” 

| And then, in a separate branch of the sentence, 
| came the following provision: 

“And no person holding any office under the United States 
shall be a member of either House during his continuance 
in office.?? 

|| "This language embraced military officers, as well 
as such as were civil in theircharacter. The ques- 
tion presented would of course be, whether, having 
received his commission as colonel from State 
authority, but performing service for, and receiving 


pay’from, the Government of the United States, 
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he was, in the view of the Constitution, to be con- 
sidered as a State or a Federal officer? 

The case might, in some respects, ally itself to 
that of every member of Congress who received 
his commission from the State which elected him, 
but performed his official duty as a constituent por- 
tion of the Government of the United States, and 
received as such his pa from the treasury of the 
United States. But Mr. 8S. would not press the 
question now. His only object in the resolution 
was to propose an inquiry, and perhaps that might 
be agreed to now; he was confident the gentleman 
from Illinois himself would not object. 

Mr. BAKER said he could have no objection to 
such an inquiry but this—the having his name 
dragged before the House and the country as in- 
volved in the question. He should start the next 
day on his return to the army; and auch being the 
case, he now very respectfully tendered to the 
Louse the resignation of his seat as a member, and 
took his farewell of all its members, including es- 
pecially his very respectable friend from Ohio, | Mr. 
STARK WEATHER. | 

Mr, SCHENCK said that though this gentle- 
man’s case was thus taken out of the inquiry, there 
were others of a like kind which would come up; 
and as it was a grave question between the Federal 
and the State Governments of the country, he 
hoped it would receive due consideration and a 
deliberate decision. 

A quorum having appeared, 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- | 


munication from the Secretary of the Navy, trans- 
mitting a report from the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, embracing ‘‘adist of the names of persons 
who have applied for relief under the navy pension 
laws, and whose claims have been rejected, with 
the reasons therefor;” which letter and report 
were laid upon the table. 


DEATH OF HON. ALEXANDER BARROW. 


A message having been received from the Senate 
announcing the death of the Hon. ALexanpver 
Barrow, Senator from the State of Louisiana— 

Mr. MORSE, of Louisiana, rose and addressed 
the House as follows: 

Mr. Speaker: The melancholy communication 
which has just been read, and a request from my 
colleagues in this House, has devolved upon me 
the painful duty of arresting the ordinary business 
of your body for the purpose of announcing the 
solemn intelligence that ALexanper Barrow, late 
one of the Senators from the State of Louisiana, is 
now no more. 


Within the past year Death has reaped a golden | 


harvest, and numbers among his victims some of 
the brightest ornaments of our Commonwealth. 

To many of these it has been permitted to give 
the latest pulsation of their hearts and the last life- 
drop of their blood in defence of their country— 
to realize the noblest sentiment that can animate 
the human heart, ‘*‘ How-sweet it is to die for our 
country.’’ But that death is still more noble when 
heralded by the shouts of victory, so dearly pur- 
chased by their own valor. 

Among the many noble sons whose untimely 
death our common “Smother now deplores, none, 
not one, combined in a more enviable form those 
rare qualities of head and heart which make men 
love them, than did my departed friend. 

A native of the State of Tennessee, born within 
a few miles of the city of Nashville, the first ele- 
ments of that chivalric character, that noble bear- 
ing, that manly form and vigorous constitution, 
were in part received from early education and dis- 
cipline at the Military Academy at West Point. 

He pursued his legal studies in Tennessee, and 
there laid the foundation of a thorough acquaint- 
ance with ~—— jurisprudence. He removed 
soon after to the State of Louisiana, and made 
himself well acquainted with the principles of the 
civil law, in which he promised to become one of 
the most distinguished jurisconsults, had not the 
partiality of his friends and his own inclinations 
marked out for him another career. 

His fine talents, generous impulses, and integ- 


rity of character, soon won for him the esteem and | 


admiration of an enlightened constituency, who 
selected him as their representative in the Legisla- 
ture of his adopted State, and continued their con- 


fidence in him by reélecting him as often as was | 


agreeable to his wishes. 
The oceasional development of talents which, 
on ordinary subjects, he seemed unwilling or averse 


| to exhibit, the suavity of his manners in his inter- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Resolved, That the proceedings of this House, in 


| course with his brother members, and the confi- || relation to the death of the Honorable ALexanngn 


| dence in the purity of his motives, served still 


Bakrow, be communicated to the family of the 


‘| more to increase the admiration of his friends, || deceased by the Clerk. 
|| Resolved, That this House will attend the funeral 


and extorted homage from his opponents. 
In 1840, then not forty years of 
| elected to a full term in the Senate of the United 


e, he was | of the deceased in a body; and, as a further mark 


of respect for his memory, that it do now ad- 


States, which elevated position he filled in a man- || journ. 


ner highly honorable to himself and eminently 
| useful to his country. 
| There was a blunt honesty of purpose and a 
| frank boldness in his manner which, though it 
| might sometimes offend, always commended itself 
| to our respect from the consciousness of its integrity. 
He was taken suddenly ill on Friday evening, 
while ona visit to Baltimore. His disease resisted 
all the skill and attention which the solicitude of 
| his friends had summoned from Baltimore and 
| Philadelphia, and on ‘Tuesday morning about five 
| o’clock, in the full possession of all his faculties, 
| With a perfect consciousness of his approaching 
end, with a firmness which marked his whole life, 
surrounded by numerous friends from both houses 
| of Congress, perished all but the immortal spirit 
| of ALEXANDER Barrow. 
| Although his disease was so violent in its course 
| that many of his friends scarcely knew of his ill- 
ness unul after its fatal termination, I had the 
melancholy satisfaction of being with him a few 
hours before he died. His last moments were 


| 


oe ie , are > =| ine = | 
occupied with the tenderest and heart-rending allu | Berrien, Honrincron, Srerent, Corwin, and 


sions to his wife, children, and country. 
When these melancholy tidings shall reach his 
now happy home, who can penetrate, in imagina- 
| tion, that veil of wo that must enshroud his wife 
/ and only daughter, but will offer up to the Dispo- 
ser of all things one prayer that he will ‘* temper 
the wind to the shorn lamb.” 


Two sons, the younger of whom was with him, | 


and the other a student of Harvard College, with 
his wife and his daughter in Louisiana, constitute 
all his immediate family. A recommendation to 
his friends to watch over their education, and be 
as a father to them, one bitter pang that he could 
not for the last time press her to his bosom who 
had been to him the most devoted wife, were the 
last of earthly matters that occupied his thoughts. 
| May his children be only worthy of their sire! 
| His friends ask no more. 
| When I pressed his cold hand for the last time, 
| he returned that grasp with a strength which even 
disease seemed scarcely to have weakened, and, 
| ina voice of more than usual firmness, said, **] 
shall never see Louisiana more.” No, brave spirit, 


you will not again revisit the scenes of so many | 


brightand happy years, but your numerous friends 
need not the presence of that manly form, nor the 
marble, nor the canvass, to recall the many kind 
_ and delightful associations that will forever Le en- 
| twined with the name of ALEXANDER Barrow. 
Was this dispensation of Providence visited 
upon us to remind us how frail the tenure of our 
lives is, the death of oar friend forms an impres- 
sive lesson. 


Among the youngest members of the Senate, 
blessed with competence, extensive and influential || 


| 
| 
Mr. J. M. Clayton, 
| 
| 
| 


family connexions, health, and a constitution not 
_ impaired or even approached by disease, there was 

no member of either House who had a more rea- 
| sonable expectation in looking forward to a long 
| and brilliant career; and, when the summons shall 
' come to all of us, may the consciousness of a well- 
, spent life enable us to meet it like a ‘* Preux Che- 
_ valier, sans peur et sans reproche.”’ 

The death of ALexanper Barrow is the fourth 
that has occurred, within the brief space of four 
| years, in the small delegation from Louisiana; and 
| true it is ** death loves a shining mark.” Porrer, 
| Bossier, Dawson, Barrow! 

living can outweigh yours dead? The earth that 
holds you dead bears not alive four nobler spirits; 
and, while the mighty Mississippi rolls her tribute 
to the sea, your memories will live in the hearts 
of your countrymen. 

in conclusion, I move you the adoption of the 

followiug resolutions: 

Resolved, That this House has heard with deep 

sensibility the announcement of the death of the 


Hon. ALexanper Barrow, a Senator in Congress 


from the State of Louisiana. 


| And the House accordingly adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 31, 1846. 


| The Senate met to-day for the purpose of pay- 
| ing the last tribute of respect to the remains of the 
Hon. ALexanper Barrow, late a Senator from 
| the State of Louisiana. 

| A few minutes before twelve o’clock, the Presi- 
| dent of the United States and the members of' the 
| Cabinet entered the Chamber, and took seats pro- 
| vided for them in the area immediately in front of 
| the Vice President’s seat. Shortly afterwards, the 
| members of the Supreme Court of the United States, 


| preceded by its officers, made their appearance, and 





| 
} 
| 
; 


| 
| 
| 
' 
| 


| 


} 


What four names | , 


| The Mayor of Washington. 


Resolved, That as a testimony of respect for the 


|| memory of the deceased, the members and officers 
of this House will wear the usual badge of mourn- 


‘ing for thirty days, 


were seated beside the members of the Cabinet, 
In the meantime, the Diplomatitic Corps, which 
was fully represented, had entered the Chamber, 
vand b ided wit he left of the Vi 

_ and been provi ed with seats to the left of the Vice 
| President’s chair. Next came the Committee of 
| Arrangements, composed of Senators Maneum, 


| Cass; and immediately following them the cofiin 


| containing the remains of the deceased, covered 
| with black velvet, and attended by the pall-bearers, 


|| Senatorg Crirrennen, J. M. CLayron, Benton, 


|Arcuer, Sevier, and Jounson of Maryland. 


| Then followed the sad band of mourners—the 


| youngest son of the deceased, and the Senators 
and Representatives from the State of Louisiana. 


| The members of the House of Representatives, 


preceded by their Speaker, Clerk, and other offi- 
cers, now slowly entered, and every seat and vacant 
| spot in the Chamber was soon occupied. 

The Rev. Mr. Suicer, Chaplain of the Senate, 
| now read the 40th chapter of Isaiah; and was fol- 
| lowed by the Rev. Mr. Spro.e, Chaplain of the 
| House of Representatives, in an eloquent prayer; 
after which, Rev. Mr. Sticer preached the ser- 
| mon, from Job xxx. 23: ‘* For | know that thou 
wilt bring me to death, and to the house appointed 


|| for all living.” 


The remains of the honored dead were then re- 
| moved to the hearse, followed by the mourners and 
friends. The procession was formed before the 

eastern front of the Capitol, and moved in the fol- 
lowing order: 


The Chaplains of both. Houses. 
Physicians who attended the deceased. 
Committee of arrangements: 
Mr. Mangum, r. Speight, 
Mr. Berrien, Mr. Corwin, 





| Mr. Huntington, Mr. Cass. 
Pall-bearers: 
Mr. Crittenden, Mr. Archer, 
Mr. Benton, Mr. Breese, 
Mr. Johnson, of Md. 


The family and friends of the deceased. 
The Senator and Representatives from the State of 
Louisiana, as mourners. 
The Sergeant-at-arms of the Senate. 
The Senate of the United States, preceded by the 
Vice President and their Secretary. 
The Sergeant-at-arms of the House of Representa- 
tives. 
The House of Representatives, penne by their 
Speaker and Clerk. 


1 The President of the United States. 


The Heads of Departments. 
| The Chief Justice and Associate Justices of the Su- 
| preme Court of the United States, and its officers. 
The Diplomatic Corps. 
Judges of the United States. 
| ‘Officers of the Executive Departments. 
Officers of the Army and Navy. 


Having arrived at the burying ground, the re- 
ins were in the vey procmars vault, antil 
the friends of the deceased shall have made arrange- 
ments for their removal to Louisiana. 
The Rev. Mr. Slicer closed the solemn exercises 
| by aan a portion of the Methodist Episcopal 
rial service. 


| Citizens and strangers. 








1846. 


Z After being absent some time, the Vice Parest- | 


’ sumed the chair, and 
er sali the Senate adjourned till Monday. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 31, 1846. 


The hour of twelve having arrived— 

The SPEAKER called the House to order, and | 
announced that in pursuance of the resolution | 
adopted yesterday, the House would proceed to | 
the Senate chamber to attend the funeral of the late | 
Hon. Avexanper Barrow. 

The members of the House accordingly pro- | 
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ar i a ee eS “3 baie , “TH 
Mr. BELL offered the following resolution; | 


which, giving fise to debate, was laid over under 


| President and Secretary of the 


ceeded to attend the funeral, and by a resolution | 


also passed yesterday, stands adjourned to Satur- | 
day next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, January 2, 1847. 


|| States. 


The Journal of Thursday was read and approved. | 


The SPEAKER stated that the business first in | 
order was the resolution introduced several days | 


ago by Mr. Coss, of Georgia, repealing so much || 


of the forty-first rule of the House “as permits any 


‘member requesting to be excused from voting to | 


| 

| 
‘make a brief verbal statement of the reasons for || 

| 


‘ making such request;’’ which was pending when | 
the House adjourned on Wednesday last, and on 
which the previous question had been called. 

The question was taken on seconding the pre- 
vious question, and the tellers reported in favor of 
a second 60, against it 46; no quorum voting. 

Mr. COBB moved a call of the House; on which 
motion the yeas and nays were taken, and there | 
were—yeas 36, nays 113. 

The question was again taken by tellers on sec- 
onding the previous question, and there were for a 
second 79, against it 41. 


The main question was then put, viz: Will the | 
House agree to the resolution? The vote was || 
taken by yeas and nays: yeas 85, nays 73. i] 


So the resolution repealing so much of the forty- | 
first rule of the House “as permits any member 
‘requesting to be excused from voting to make a 


‘brief verbal statement of the reasons for making | 





* such request,”” was adopted. 


On motion of Mr. McHENRY, | 


Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land | 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the propriety | 
of further extending the time in which revolution- 


and entered, and report by bill or otherwise. 
On motion of Mr. THOMASSON, | 
Resolved, That the Committee on Territories in- | 

quire into the propriety and expediency of setting | 

apart, and defining by distinct metes and bounds, 


for the use of the Indians in the O 
in perpetuity, in which district no white man shall 
settle without permission of the President of the 
United States, and then only for the purpose of in- 
structing and improving the Indians. 

On motion of Mr. TIBBATTS, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means inquire into the expediency of increasing 





the tariff of duties on all dutiable articles under the i} 


present tariff act as high as the revenue standard 
will permit; of imposing duties on spirits distilled 
or manufactured in the United States; also, on li- 
censes to retailers of liquors; also, on pleasure car- 
niages and gold and silver ware, as a war measure, 
instead of levying duties on tea and coffee. 


Mr. YOUNG moved the following resolution; |, 
which was read, and, giving rise to debate, was || 


laid on the table: 

Resolved, That the Secretaries of the several 
Departments be, and they are hereby, directed to 
furnish such accounts and items of accounts and 
information to the Committee on Public Expendi- 


: ° ; nessee. 
tures as they, the said committee, may deem ne- | Mr. GENTRY moved the following resolution; 


cessary in order to enable them to di ge their 
duties according to the rules of this House. 
On motion of Mr. GARRETT DAVIS, 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to furnish this House, from the files of 
his department, all the papers relating to the re- 
cent discharge of Captain L. C. F. Fatio from the 
revenue service, including all copies of his corre- 


ndence with the Department or its officers 
that aubject. - 


|| port the precise condition of the said fund at and since | 
| that period of time; and that he also report to this 
| House whether or not the $242,129 appropriated by 


| ledge among men,” for the erection of a suitable 


' make such suggestions in relation to retrenching | 


| 


} 


| ion of the propriety and practicability of levying | 


|| and collecting an ad valorem tax of twenty per | 
d other bount 1 ; 
ary, Gn Ofer COMET See Sukos my be granted |, gold and silver plate, gold watches, jewelry, pleas- | 


rt, | a ieee ; ee 
a district of country west of the Rocky Mountains | a ee ee 
on Territory, || 


} 
| 
} 
} 


| 
i 
| 


| 


} 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
i 
| 
; 


{ 


| 


P 
| 


iT 


the rule: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- | 


fairs be instructed to report a bill making a reduc- | 
|| tion of twenty-five per cent. on the compensation | 


|| Of members of Congress and all other officers in | tion; which was read, and, being objected to, was 


the civil departments of the Federal Government 
whose pay can constitutionally be reduced during | 
their terms of service. This reduction to continue | 
30 long as the Mexican war continues, and be in | 
lieu of the tax on téa and coffee proposed by the 

Paaney. The 
bill also to increase the pay of the non-commis- 
sioned officers, musicians, and privates, of the vol- | 
unteers to ten dollars per month in lieu of the sum 
now allowed by law, and the increase to commence 


|, with the Mexican war, and the time such volun- | 


teers were mustered into the service of the United 


Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON moved the follow- 
ing resolution; which was read, and, giving rise to | 
debate, was laid over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury || 
report to this House whether or not the sum of 


|, money bequeathed by James Smithson to the Uni- | 


ted States was in the Treasury on the 10th day of | 
August, 1846; and if there was neither principal | 
nor interest in the Treasury of the United States | 
in actual money at the time above mentioned, re- | 


an act approved on the 10th day of August, 1846, |; 
entitled ** An act to establish the Smithsonian In- |! 
stitution for the increase and diffusion of know- 


building and other purposes, be paid out of the 
taxes collected from the people; and further, report 
to this House as to the propriety of suspending 
the above-described act for the present, or during | 
the existing war with the republic of Mexico, | 
and thereby avoid borrowing, or taxing coffee and | 
tea the sum of $242,129. He is also requested to | 


the expenditures of the Government, in any or all 
of the departments, and particularly in relation to 
the reduction of salaries of all officers where the || 
salary is over one thousand dollars per annum; | 
and that he further report to this House his opin- | 


cent., or any other rate that may be assumed, on |! 


ure carriages, &c., and the probable amount of 
revenue which may be raised from the same. He || 
will furthermore make any suggestion where, in || 
his opinion, the pruning knife of retrenchment can || 





Mr. GRIDER submitted the following resolu- |, 
tion; which was laid over: | 
Resolved, That there be printed ten thousand || 
extra copies of the report of the Secretary of the || 
reasury on commerce and navigation, for the || 
year ending the 30th June last. 


On motion of Mr. COCKE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office || 
and Post Roads be, and they are hereby, instructed 1 
to take into consideration the propriety and neces- || 
sity of reéstablishing immediately a line of four- |. 
horse coaches from Blountsville to Knoxville, in || 
the State of Tennessee, which has, after a period 
of thirty years or more, been reduced by the Post- || 
master General, at the recent lettings, to a one- | 
horse mail. 


On motion of Mr. STANTON, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office |, 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the |, 
expediency of establishing a tri-weekly mail route 
from Raleigh, through Portersville, Covington, 
Durhamsville, and Ripley, to Dyersburg, in Ten- 


| 
| 


which was read and agreed to: 
Resolved, ‘That the tary of War be, and he || 
is hereby directed to report to this House the num- || 
ber of volunteers received into the service of the || 
United States under the provisions of an act passed |. 
the —— day of May, 1846; and what number 
have been discharged in consequence of disability 
roduced by disease. 

On motion of Mr. MILTON BROWN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary '! 


ae yriating a part of the or 


101 


Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of allowing compensation to pension agents 
for services heretofore rendered, and hereafter to 
be rendered, by said agents; and, if deemed expe- 
dient, to report a bill accordingly. 


Mr. SCHENCK moved the following resolu- 
laid over under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be requested to communicate to this House the 
number, names, residence, and compensation of 
the persons who have been employed by him du- 
ring the past year as secret agents of his: depart- 


|, ment, and especially whether he has appointed 


any persons, and how many, and whom, to act as 
special or secret travelling agents for the detection 
of counterfeiters of the current coin of the United 
States, and by what authority of law such agents 
have been appointed, their compensation, expendi- 
tures of every kind, copies of instructions given to 
any such agents, and the reports and accounts they 
have returned to the department. . 

On motion of Mr. DELANO, 

Resolved, That a select committee of five mem- 
bers be appointed, with instructions to inquire into 
the validity of the claim of the States of Missouri, 
Indiana, Illinois, and Ohio, to three per cent. on 
the minimum price of the lands within their re- 


| spective limits which have been taken to satisfy 


land warrants for military services during the revo- 
lutionary war. 

Mr. VINTON moved the following resolution; 
which was read: 

Resolved, That joint resolution No. 8, to amend 
the Constitution of the United States, be made the 
special order of the day for Wednesday gthe 6th of 
January instant, and for that day only. 

The SPEAKER stated that it required a vote of 
two-thirds to pass the resolution. 

The question was put on agreeing to the reso- 
lution, and it was disagreed to, two-thirds not 


| voting therefor. 


On motion of Mr. HARPER, . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of ap- 
public 
ands to aid in supporting the lunatic asylum in 


the State of Ohio. 
Mr. TILDEN moved the following resolution; 


| which, giving rise to debate, was laid over under 
| the rule: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be re- 
quested to report to this House for what offence 
and upon what authority Samuel Jackson, a sea- 
man in the United States navy, was executed on 
board the frigate Cumberland, on the 17th of Sep- 
tember last; and if in his possession, that he also 
furnish to this House the testimony upon which 
said seaman was condemned and executed. 


On motion of Mr. CUMMINS, } 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionar 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of reporting a bill granting pensions to all 
ersons engaged in the mary service of the 
United States in its wars with Indians, from the 
year 1787 to the year 1800, whether serving as 

spies, rangers, or otherwise. 

Mr. THURMAN gave notice that he, at an 
early day, would ask leave to bring in a bill rela. 
tive to the Virginia military district in the State of 
Ohio. 

Mr. CATHCART gave notice that he would, 
at an early day, move for leave to introduce bills 
of the following titles: 

A bill for the prosecution of the work upon the 
harbor of Michigan City, in Indiana, 

A bill for the reduction of the price of the lands 


acquired of the Miami Indians, in Indiana, to a 
minimum of one dollar and twenty-five cents per 
acre; and 


A bill granting a certain quantity of land in the 
State of Indiana, to aid in the construction of the 


_ Buffaloand Mississippi railroad through said State 


Mr. OWEN yg Sm e4 — resolution: 

Resolved, That House bill No. 556, to increase 
the pay of the army of the United States, be made 
the special order for Tuesday next. _ 
The SPEAKER siated a it required a vote of 
two-thirds to the resolution. 

“The ~ae aaa were ordered and taken on 

the adoption of the resolution, and were, yeas 151, 
nays 7. 








or 








ter 
ae 





“ipyge cy 


5 gah 


@ 


’ 
our 
. 
» 


Sige eV eee 
. an 
ay 
nae, 


“Sa Cia eS! 


(ete ihe 


i ” 
em 


el 

















So the resolution was agreed to, and the bill to | Cocke, Collamer, Crozier, Cummins, Garrett Davix, Delano, 


increase the pay of the army made the special | 
order for Tuesday next. 

Mr. PETTIT offered the following resolution; 
which was read, and, debate arising thereon, it was | 
laid over under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be request- 
ed to report to this House how many regiments of || 
volunteers have been detained at and near the | 
mouth of the Rio Grande ever since they reached | 
the borders of Mexico, and not employed against 
the enemy; from what State or States they went; 
and What, if any, is the reason for so detaining 
them. 

On motion of Mr. CALEB B. SMITH, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads inquire into the expediency of | 
establishing a post route from Hagerstown, in 
Wayne county, Indiana, to Winchester, in Ran- | 
dolph county, in said State. 


Mr. HENLEY introduced, in pursuance of pre- 
vious notice, a bill to reduce the expense of navi- 
gating the Ohio river; which was twice read, and | 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. | 

On motion of Mr. STEPHEN ADAMS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of extending the provisions of an act entitled 
**An act to authorize the issuance of patents to the 
last bona fide transferee of reservations under the 
treaty between the United States and the Creek 
tribe of Indians, which was concluded on the 24th 
of March, 1832,”’ to reservations under the treat 
of 1830, between the United States and the Choc- 
taw Indians; and that said committee report by 
bill or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. ROBERTS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Hills- 
boro’, Mississippi, via Ludlow, Densontown, to 
Canton, Mississippi. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON moved the following 
resolution; which was read, and, giving rise to de- 
bate, was laid over: 

Resolved, That the memorial of the Legislature 
of the State of Mississippi, relative to the inunda- | 
ted portions of the public lands in said State, be | 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands; 
and that the said committee be instructed to in- |! 
quire into the expediency of appropriating a por- 
tion of said inundated lands for the construction of 
a levee on the eastern bank of the Mississippi 
river, 

Mr. WENTWORTH proposed the following 


resolution, on which he demanded the previous 


question: 


Resolved, ‘That it is inexpedient to levy any duty 
on tea and coffee. 

Mr. PAYNE. 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. It is too late to debate the res- 
olution, the gentleman from Ulinois [Mr. Wewr- 
wort] having demanded the previous question | 
thereon. 

Mr. R. CHAPMAN. Mr, Speaker, I desire to 
know if gentlemen can, in the same breath in which 
they present a resolution to which there is objec- 
tion, move the previous question, and thus efit off | 
all debate or objection? If so, gentlemen may con- || 
tinually follow the same course, 

The SPEAKER said that it had been frequently 
decided that any gentleman had a right to demand || 
the previous question; and that the previous ques- | 
tion having been demanded, necessarily precluded 
all debate. 1] 

Mr. PAYNE moved that the resolution be laid |! 
on the table; upon which motion, 

Mr. WENTWORTH demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and being taken, reault- 
ed—yeas 49, nays 106, as follows: 

YRAS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Redinger, Biggs, Jas. A. 
Black, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, William G. Brown, Reuben 
Chapman, Chase, Clarke, Cobb, Cottrell, Cranston, Culiom, 
Cunningham, Dargan, Douglass, Ficklin, Goodyear, Haral. | 
son, Harmanson, George 8. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, || 
Hunter, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Geo. W, Jones, i 
Seaborn Jones, Lawrence, Leake, Lu Sere, Ligon, MceCler- 
nand, James MeDowell, McKay, Barkley Martin, Morse, | 
Parrish, Payne, Reid, Roberts, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, |! 
Stanton, Jacob Thompson, Tredway, Wilmot, and 
ward—49, 


I desire to debate that resolu- 


ood- | 


NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Anderson, Arnold, Baringer, Bell, || 


Benton, James Black, Blanchard, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, | 
Milton Brown, Buffington, William W. Campbell, Carroll 


, 


i} 
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De Mott, Dillingham, Dixon, Dockery, Dunlap, Ellsworth, 
Erdman, John H. Ewing, Fries, Giddings, Graham, Grider, 
Grinnell, Grover, Hale, Harlin, Harper, Hastings, Henley, 
Hilliard, Hoge, Elias B. Holmes, Hough, Samuel D. Hu 

bard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoil, Jen- 
kins, James H. Johnson, Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Preston 
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King, Leffier, Leib, Levin, Lewis, Long, McClelland, Jos. | 


J. McDowell, McGaughey, MeHenry, Melivaine, Marsh, 
Moseley, Moulton, Perry, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Relfe, 
Ripley, Julius Rockwell, Root, Runk, Sawtelle, som, 
Scammon, Schenck, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, 
Starkweather, Stroim, Strong, Thibodaux, Thomasson, 
Benjamin Thompson, Tibbatts, Tilden, Toombs, Trumbo, 
Vance, Vinton, Wentworth, Wheaton, White, Williams, 
Winthrop, Wood, Wright, Young, and Yost—106. 


Mr. G. S. HOUSTON inquired of the Chair, | 


whether, if the House should vote down the motion 


to lay on the table, and refuse the previous ques- | 


tion, it would not then be in order to move a refer- 
ence of the resolution to the Committee of Ways 


and Means, who had the subject-matter of the | 


resolution before them. 


The SPEAKER said, that in case the resolution | 
was not laid on the table, the House could make ! 


such disposition of it as it thought proper. 


The question being upon seconding the demand || 


for the previous question—103 voting in the affirm- 
ative, noes not counted—there was a second. 


The question, ‘‘ Shall the main question be now 


put?’’ was ordered to be now taken. 


The SPEAKER proceeded to put the main | 


question, when the yeas and nays were demanded | 


and ordered, and being taken, resulted—yeas 115, | 


nays 48, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Anderson, Arnold, Barringer, 
Bell, Benton, James Black, Blanchard, Brinkerhoff, Brod- 
head, Milton Brown, Buffington, William W. Campbell, 
Carroll, Cathcart, Cocke, Colamer, Cranston, Crozier, Gar- 
rett Davis, Delano, De Mott, Dillingham, Dixon, Dockery, 
Dunlap, Elsworth, Erdman, John H. Ewing, Foster, Fries, 
Garvin. Gentry, Giddings, Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Grover, 
Hale, Hamlin, Harper, Hastings, Henley, Hilliard, Hoge, 
Hough, John W. Houston, Samucl D. Hubbard, Hudson, 
Hungerford,Washington Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, 
James H. Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Sea- 
born Jones, Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Preston King, Leib, 
Levin, Lewis, Long, Lumpkin, McClelland, Joseph J. 
McDowell, James McDowell, McGaughey, McHenry, Me- 
Iivaine, Marsh, Moseley, Moulton, Niven, Norris, Perrill, 
Perry, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Relfe, Ripley, Julius 
Rockwell, Root, Runk, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, 
Schenck, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Thomas 
Smith,Caleb B. Smith, Starkweather, St. John, Strohm, 
Strong, Thibodaux, Thomasson, Benjamin Thompson, Tib- 
batts, Tilden, Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, Wentworth, Whea- 


| ton, White, Williams, Wilmot, Winthrop, Wright, and 


Yost—115. 

NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Bayly, Biggs, Bowdon, 
Bowlin, Boyd, William G. Brown, Burt, Reuben Chapman, 
Chase, Clarke, Cobb, Collin, Cottrell, Cullom, Cunningham, 
Dargan, Douglass, Ficklin, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Haral- 
son, Harmanson, Isaac E. Holmes, George 8. Houston, 
Edmund W. Hubard, Hunter, George W. Jones, Lawrence, 
Leake, La Sere,, Ligon, McClernand, McKay, Barkley 
Martin, Morse, Parrish, Payne, Reid, Roberts, Leonard H. 
Sims, Simpson, Stanton, Jacob Thompson, Toombs, Tred- 
way, and Woodward—48. 


So the resolution was adopted. 


‘Mr. ROBERT SMITH introduced the following | 
/amendment, to be proposed when in order, to the 


bill ‘to inerease the pay of the non-commissioned 


| officers, musicians, and privates of th. army of the 


United States, and the militia and volunteers in the 
service of the same, and allowing them bounty 
land in certain cases.’’ 

‘Src. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- 


| atives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 


That from the commencement of the war with Mexico until 
the termination thereof, the monthly pay of the non-com- 
missioned officers, musicians, and privates, of the army of 
the United States, and the militia and volunteers in the ser- 


| vice, shall be inereased three dollars per month each. 


“See. 2. nd be it further enucted, That each volunteer, 


| non-commissioned officer, musician, and private, who has 
| volunteered, or who may volunteer, for a period less than 
| during the war, and who shall have gone, or may go, into 


actual service, and remain until he is honorably discharged, 
shall be entitled to a warrant for one hundred and sixty acres 
of land belonging to the United States, and subject to entry 


- at the date of said warrant. 


“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be al- 
lowed and paid to each non-commissioned officer, musician, 
and private, who (since the first day of May last) may have 
enlisted or volunteered, or who shall enlist or volunteer, in 
the service of the United States for a period of five years, or 


| during the war with Mexico, a bounty of fifteen dollars ; but 


to those who may hereafter enlist or volunteer, the payment 
of ten dollars of said bounty shall be withheld, until the sol- 
dier enlisting shall join the corps in which he is to serve, 
and the soldier volunteering shall be mustered into the ser- 


|| viee of the United States. 


“Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That each non-commis- 


| sioned ofticer, musician, or private, in the army of the Uni- 


ted States, at the commencement of the war with Mexico, 
or who shall enlist in the army, or volunteer in the service, 
of the United States, for a period of five years, or during the 
existence of the war with Mexico, and who shall serve until 
the termination of said war, or until honorably discharged 
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| from the army, shall be entitled to a warrant for three bun. 
dred and twenty acres of land belonging to the United Statey 
subject to entry. . 
“Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the widow, if there 
be one; if there be no widow, then the child or children, jf 
there be any; aud if there be no child, then the father or 
mother, if there be either; and if there be neither father nor 
mother, then the brothers and sisters, of any non-commis. 
sioned officer, musician, or private, of the army of the Unj- 
ted States, Or militia or volantcers in the same, who hag 
| been, or may be killed in battle, or has died in service during 
| the war with Mexico, or who has died, or may die, of wounds 
| received, or sickness or disease incurred, while in the ser. 
vice of the United States, after their discharge from the 
| army, shall be entitled to a warrant for the same quantity of 
| land to which such non-commissioned offieer, musician, or 
| private, of the army of the United States, or militia or yot- 
| Unteers, would have been entitled, under the second and 
| fourth seetions of this act, and shall be entitled to locate the 
same upon any Jand in the United States subject to entry,” 


Mr. GRAHAM introduced an amendment, to 
be proposed, when in order, to the ‘bill to increase 
the pay of the non-commissioned officers, mu- 
| sicians, and privates of the army of the United 
| States, and the militia and volunteers in the service 
of the same, and allowing them bounty land in 
certain cases.”” Mr. G.’s amendment proposes to 
allow the privates ten dollars per month during the 
existence of the war, and to grant a bounty in land 
| to those who shall serve till the end of the war. 


Mr. FICKLIN offered the following resolu- 
tions; which were read, and giving rise to debate, 
were laid over under the rule: 


Resol--4. by the House of Representatives, That the 
| repeated i«sults to our national flag, the unwarranted dep- 
, redations pon the persons and property of our citizens; 
_ the failure vo comply with treaty stipulations ; the refusal to 

pay the just demands of our citizens; the rejection and 

inaltreatment of our Minister, Mr. Slidell; and the un- 
ceasing disposition to combine with foreign nations for the 
purpose of crippling our interests in the ports of Mexico, 
| constitute good and sufficient causes for the United States 
| to declare war against her, independent of and apart from 
the attack which she made upon our army in May last upon 
the Rio Grande. 

Resolved, That when war was commenced by the act of 
Mexico, the attack of her army pon ours should not only 
have been repulsed, but the glorious victories of the 8th and 
9th of May last, achieved by our gallant officers and soldiers, 
should have been followed up until that Government was 
sufficiently rebuked for its temerity. 

| Resolved, That it is the duty of every true-hearted Ameri- 
ean to stand by the Government in this conflict, and not 
give encouragement to the enemy by declaring that they are 
| vight, and we are wrong. 

Resolved, That, while the country is engaged in war, and 
| our troops are in the battle-field, no party should seek or 

design to make political capital by exposing to the enemy 
| our weak points or our party divisions at home, but all should 
unite as one man to bring the war to a speedy and glorious 
termination. 

Resolved, That the brave volunteers in our army have 
| fully vindicated the character for intrepid valor and bold 
daring assigned to them by the partiality of friends; and 
| they need not be kept out of battle by reason of any distrust 
of them or their willingness to fight “to the death.’’ 

Resolved, That we deplore the policy which retained four- 
teen thousand of our gallant volunteers in the vicinity of the 
| Rio Grande, where some fifteen hundred have fallen victims 

to the diseases of the country, and have been wrapped in 
_ their blankets and buried in a land of strangers. 

Resolved, That our volunteers who have been kept out of 
battle have evinced the utmost firmness and patriotism by 
remaining at their posts for more than six months, (while 
their comrades were dying among them,) uncheered by the 
prospect of shortly winning laurels on the battle-field. 

Resolved, That the pay of the volunteers should be speed- 
| ily increased to ten dollars per month, together with a liberal 

grant of bounty lands at the close of the war. 


Mr. DOUGLASS gave notice that he would, at 
an early day, ask leave to bring in a joint resolu- 
| tion concerning the improvement of the Great 
Wabash and Illinois rivers by the Legislatures of 
the States of Indiana ard Illinois. 


| Mr. McCLERNAND moved the following res- 
olution: 

| Resolveg, That House bill No. 9, to reduce and 

graduate the price of the Pee lands, be made the 

special order of the day for Monday, the 11th in- 


| stant, and that the consideration of the same be 
_continued from day to day until the same is dis- 
sed of. 
| Mr. McCLERNAND moved the previous ques- 
| tion; which was not seconded. 
Mr. RATHBUN stated his desire to debate the 
| resolution, and asked that it be laid over; and the 
| resolution was accordingly laid aside. 
| Mr. HILLIARD, pursuant to notice, asked and 
| obtained leave to introduce a bill to reorganize the 
| district courts of the United States in Alabama; 

which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
| clary. 
_ On motion of Mr. HILLIARD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 

and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 


expediency of repealing the 18th section of an act 
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as follows: 


«4nd be it further enacted, That it shall be the daty of | 
the Postmaster General, in all futuce lettings of contracts 
for the transportation of the mail, to let the same in every 
case to the Jowest bidder tendering sufficient guarantees for | 
faithful performance, without other reference to the mode of 


transportation than may be necessary to provide for the due 
celerity, certainty, and security of such transportation ; nor 
shail any new contractor hereafter be required to purchase 
out, or take ata valuation, the stock or vehicles of any pre- 
yious contractor for the same route.” 


On motion of Mr. GEORGE 8S. HOUSTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and. Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Jas- 
per, the county seat of Walker county, to Pike- 
ville, the county seat of Marion county, Alabama; 
also, a post road from Point Smith, to Buzzard | 
Roost, in Franklin county, Alabama; also, a post 
yoad from Decatur, Morgan county, Alabama, by 
Houston’s store, to Jasper, the county seat of 
Walker county, Alabama. 


On motion of Mr. REUBEN CHAPMAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and | 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of permitting the Tennessee and Coosa Railroad 
Company, chartered by the General Assembly of | 
the State of Alabama, to import the iron for said | 
road free of duty. 


Mr. COTTRELL gave notice, that at an early 
day he would ask leave to introduce a bill to re- 
linquish to the State of Alabama lands remaining | 
unsold in that State on the first day of January, 
1847. 

Mr. BOWLIN presented a memorial of the Le- 
gislature of the State of Missouri, asking a grant of | 
land, for the purpose of draining the great swam 
in the States of Missouri and Arkansas; whic 
was laid upon the table, and ordered to be print- 
ed. 

Mr. BOWLIN also presented a memorial of | 
Charles D. Drake, Esq., and one hundred and | 
twenty others, citizens of St. Louis, Missouri, || 
praying to have the vacant panel in the Rotundo of | 
the Capitol filled with a painting commemorating || 
western historical incidents, and particularly re- | 
commending the scene of the treaty of General || 
George Rogers Clark, at North Bend, in 1780, || 
with the Indians, and Mr. Charles Deas, a western 
artist, as a gentleman peculiarly qualified to exe- | 
cute the design. 

Mr. B. thought this memorial peculiarly worthy 
of the consideration of the House, as it came from 
a large and highly respectable body of citizens of 
St. Louis, Missouri, and petitioned to have one of 
the recesses in the Rotundo filled with a painting 
representing One of the finest portions of western | 
scenery, and the scene of one of the most interest- 
ing events in American history. He moved, there- 
fore, that the memorial be printed; which motion | 
being objected to, he subsequently moved that it | 
be referred to the Committee on the Library. || 

Agreed to. 


Mr. LEONARD H. SIMS moved the following } 
resolution: | 
Resolved, That the people of the United States || 


are too patriotic to refuse any necessary tax in time || 
of war. 


Mr. 8S. moved the previous question. 


Mr. RATHBUN moved to lay the resolution on | 
the table. | 


A motion was here made that the House do now | 


adjourn; and the tellers reported for adjournment | 
65, against it 69. 
The question to lay the resolution on the table | 
was then taken by yeas and nays, as follows: | 
| 

| 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Arnold, Wm. W. Cam 1, Car- 
roll, Cranston, Delano, Takon, Ellsworth, John H. Ewing, 
Hale, Elias B. Holmes, Samuel) D. Hubbard, Hudson, D. P. 

Lewis, Rathbun, a oe Rockwell, Truman | 
Smith, Strohm, Toombs, and Winthrop—22. 
; NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Barringer, Bayly, - | 
inger, Benton, Biggs, James A. Black, Bowdon, 
Boyd, Brodhead, Milton Brown, William G. Brown 
John H. Camphell, Cathcart, Reuben Chapman 
Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, Collin, Cottrell, Crozier, 
Cunningham, De Mott, Dillingham, Dockery, 
lap, Erdman, Faran, Ficklin, Foster, Fries, Garvin, 
Giddings, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, 
nell, Grover, Hamlin, Haralson, H astings, Hoge, 
J.W. Houston, G. $. Houston, Washi unt, Jen J. 
H. Johnson, a Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. 
Jones, Seaborn Jones, Ke Leake, Lefiler, La Sere, 
Ligon, Long, in, McClelland, McClernand, Joseph 
J. McDowell, James. McDowell, McGaughey, | cHenry, 
Mclivaine manos Martin, Moces, Moseley, — , Nor- 
ris, Parrish yne, Perry, Pollock, Ramsey, Relfe, 
Sawtelle, Sawyer, Seddon, Leonard H. Sims, 


| 
| 
i 
King | 
ith | 
Wwiin, | 
Burt, | 
’ erst 
Cullom, | 


Gentry, 


aoe Grin- 


of Songun of the 3d March, 1845, which reads | 


| clear, just, ri 


Simpson, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Stanton, Stark- | 


weather, Strong, ‘hibodaux, Thomasson, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Thurman, ‘Tibbatts, Tredway, Trumbo, Wentworth, 
Williams, Woodward, and Wrighi— 107. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered to be put, viz: Will the 
House agree to the resolution? Which question 


| was taken by yeas and nays, and decided unani- 


mously in the aflirmative—126 members voting. 

So the resolution was adopted. : 

On motion of Mr. RELFE, 

Resolved, That the House bill “to raise for a 
limited time an additional military force, and for 
other purposes,’’ be made the special order for 
Monday next. 

Mr. McCLELLAND offered the following, 
which was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 


procure and preserve correct information as to the 


| amount, extent, and nature of the coasting and in- 


ternal trade of the northern, northeastern and 
northwestern frontier; and whether the collection 
of such statistics can be aided by, and by what, 
legal enactments; also, whether the laws of the 
United States relative to and regulating the enrol- 


HE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


requested to inform this House what measures, if | 
| any, have been adopted by the Department to 


4 


' several acts of Congress in relation to the circuit 


and district courts of the United States for the State 
of Louisiana. 

_Mr. MOULTON offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was read; and, debate arising thereon, 
it was laid over: 

_ Resolved, That the Committee on the Militia be 
instructed to inquire into the propriety of assembling 
a board of militia officers, to consist of the adjutant 
general from each State, at the seat of Government, 
for the purpose of submitting a plan to the next 
Congress for the better organization, drill, and dis- 
cipline of the militia of the United States, and that 
the said committee report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. PAYNE asked leave of the House to intro- 
duce a resolution, stating that he did not hear the 
State of Alabama called, if it was called at all; but, 


before he obtained leave to offer his resolution, 
rhe House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 
Petitions, memorials, &c., were presented and 
referred, under the rule, as follows: 
By Mr. ABBOTT: The petition of Trane R. How and 


| forty others, citizens of Haverhill, in the State of Massachu- 


ment and licensing of ships and vessels engaged in | 


the coasting and foreign trade on said frontiers, 


| and for the prevention and punishment of offences 
| against the revenue and against the navigation laws 


of the said frontiers, are, in his opinion, simple, 

easy of application; or whether 
they are cumbrOus, ae, and marked some- 
times with too much leniency, and sometimes by 
excessive severity; aud that he point out such evils 
as, in his opinion, exist in these laws; and espe- 


| cially that he report whether he deems a general 
| revision of these laws expedient; and if he does, 


that he suggest such course as to him may seem 
most advisable to secure the framing of a proper 
and satisfactory code to be submitted to Congress. 


| the navy yard at said place. 


Mr. LEFFLER moved the following resolu- | 


tions, which were read and agreed to: 


Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury 


communicate to this House, as near as may be, 


the quantity of unsold public lands within thirty | 


miles of the Mississippi river, on each side there- 


| of, from the southern extremity of the lower rapids, 


near the mouth of the Des Moines river, to the 


| mouth of the St. Peter’s; how long said lands have 


been in market; together with the annual and aver- 
age amount of the net proceeds of the same for 
the last five years. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War communi- | 
heretofore | 
es Moines | 
| and Rock River Rapids of the Upper Mississippi, | 
| together with any surveys or estimates heretofore 


cate to this House the amount of mone 
expended in the improvement of the 


setts, deploring the evils of the war with Mexico, and re- 
spectfully but earnestly requesting Congress to use all con- 
stitutional powers to bring it to a speedy close, if possible, 
without any further effusion of blood, 

By Mr. LIGON: The memorial of George F. Warfield 
and others, and of Marianne Champagne, praying indemnity 
for French spoliations prior to 1800. Alse, the petition of 
Mary Anne O’Brien, widow of the late Lucius O’Brien, of 
the United States army, asking for a pension. 

By Mr. LAWRENCE: The petition of Benjamin Blagge, 
ot New York, for indemnity for French spoliations, 

By Mr. HILLIARD: The petition of citizens of Ruasell 
county, Alabama, praying a change in the place of holding 
the United States distriet court from Tuscaloosa to Mont- 
gomery. Also, a memorial from citizens of Macon county, 
Alabama, praying the removal of the middle district court 
from Tuscaloosa to Montgomery. 

By Mr. SCAMMON: The petition of M. F. Wentworth 
and & others, citizens of Kittery, Maine, for a dry-dock at 
Also, the petition of Francis 
Raynes and 66 others, citizens of South Renwick, Maine, 
for the same object. 

By Mr. CRANSTON: The memorial of the heirs of the 
late David Henshaw, praying for relief for French spotia- 
tions. 

By Mr. McILVAINE: A memorial of Richard M. Thomas, 
Annetta M. Fairlamb, and Theresa M. Downing, heirs-et- 
law of Joseph J. Miller, deceased, praying indemnity for 
spoliations by the French prior to 1800. Also, the memorial 
of Peter King, trustee of Mary Whitesides, executrix of Peter 
Whitesides, for the same. 

By Mr. COLLIN: The petition of masters, owners, and 
other citizens navigating the Hudson river, for two lamp- 


|| lights on said river. 


made in relation to the probable amount of expen- | 


ditures necessary to improve the navigation of the | 


same. 


Mr. HASTINGS gave notice that at an early | 


day he would ask leave to introduce— 

A bill to provide for the sale of the public lands 
on the Cedar and Iowa rivers, in the State of lowa, 
and to improve the navigation of said rivers; 

A bill to provide for the redemption of certain 


| inundated lands on the Mississippi river, in the 


State of Iowa; and 
A bill to authorize the city of Dubuque to pre- 


| empta certain island in the Mississippi river. 


On motion of Mr. HASTINGS, 


By Mr. WOOD: The petition of Hannah Dubois. 

By Mr. WINTHROP: ‘Che petition of Charles G. Loring, 
Charles Brown, and Michael Whitney, executors, for the 
payment of the French indemnities. 

By Mr. JACOB THOMPSON : The petition of Isaac Tay- 
lor and others, praying for a mail route from Pontotoc to 
Ragsdale’s Stand, La Fayette county, Mississippi. 

By Mr. HALE: The petition of Sarah Chase, praying 
indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpar, January 4, 1847. 
The Journal of Thursday was read and approved. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 


| a communication from the Secretary of the Navy, 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be | 
requested to inform this House what amount of 


the public lands have been appropriated by alter- |, 


nate sections in the States of Ohio, Indiana, IIli- | 


'nois, and Arkansas, for internal improvements, 


and the total amount of the public lands granted to 
each of the above States, and also the total amount 
of money heretofore received by the Government 
of the 
lands within the boundary limits of the State of 
Iowa. 


On motion of Mr. HASTINGS, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested 
to inform the House what military forces are at 
present on the frontiers of lowa and Wisconsin, 


nited States from the sales of the public |, 


1 
| 


| 
| 
} 
t 
} 


covering a report from the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, showing the applications for navy pensions 
during the year 1846; which was laid on the table, 
and cndired ti be printed. 

Also, from the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, relative to errors and defective returns 
in certain surveys; which was laid on the table. 

Also, from the Secretary of War, showing the 
expenditures of the various bureaus of the depart- 
ment during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1846; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Senate, 


| showing the persons who haveebeen employed in 


the office of the Secretary of the Senate during the 
year 1846; which was laid on the table. 

Also, from the same, showing the disbursement 
of the contingent fund for the yee: 1846; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS, 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, presented the 


and the cause of disbanding the late company of | petition of the Rev. Thomas Mulledy, President, 
mounted volunteers stationed at Fort Atkinson, | the Rev. James A. Ward, Vice President, and of 


Iowa. 
Mr. MORSE gave notice that at an early day 
he would ask leave to introduce a bill to amend the 


| 


i 


the professors, of Georgetown College, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, praying a modification of the 
tariff law of the last session of Congress, so a3 ta 
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exempt from duty all instruments and books im- | 


ported for the use of colleges. 
Mr. J. said, that Georgetown College was one 
of the most ancient and respectable institutions in 


the Union, and had long sustained a very high | 
It now contained, he believed, from | 
thirty-five to forty students from his own State. | 


reputation. 


Feeling a deep interest in the success of the insti- 
tution, and being of opinion that reve of the 
petition should be granted, he woul 

request that the Committee on Finance, to whom 
he proposed to refer it, would be pleased to give the 
subject a prompt and favorable consideration. 


On his motion the petition was read, and refer- | 


red to the Committee on Finance. 


Mr. BAGBY presented a petition from the Trus- 
tees and Faculty of the University of Alabama, in |, 
relation to the same subject; which was read, end | 


referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CAMERON presented a petition from the 
Faculty of Dickinson College, in relation to the 
same; which was read, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 

Mr. DAYTON presented a petition from the 
Trustees of the College of New cy in relation 


to the same; which was read, and referred io the 


Committee on Finance. 


Mr. BUTLER presented a petition from mem- | 
bers of the Faculty of South Carolina, urging the |! 


same; which was read, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 


Mr. CAMERON presented the petition of the | 


Provident Association of Clerks of the District of 


Columbia, praying for a renewal of their charter; | 
which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 


trict of Columbia. 
Mr. CAMERON also presented a petition from 


citizens of Pennsylvania, praying for aid in the | 


construction of a railroad from Lake Michigan to 
the Pacific; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. CAMERON also presented a petition from 
citizens of Bradford county, Pennsylvania, praying 
that measures may be adopted to bring the present 
war with Mexico to an end; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


In presenting this petition, Mr. CAMERON | 
took occasion to express his belief, that there was | 


not a single citizen of Pennsylvania who desired 
to see the war terminated in any other than an 
honorable manner. 

Mr. CAMERON also presented five petitions 
from citizens of Pennsylvania, praying for the abo- 


lition of slavery in the District of Columbia; which | 


were laid on thertable. 


Mr. DAYTON presented two petitions from 
tahway and another part of the State of New Jer- 
sey, praying that the war may be brought to a 
speedy termination; which were referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. D. stated that, in running his eye over the 
signatures, he recognised somgof the most respect- 
able and intelligent citizens of the State. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the remonstrance of 
the Marine Insurance Company of the State of 
New York, against the repeal of the pilot laws; 
which, at the suggestion of Mr. DIX, was laid on 
the table, a bill having been reported on the sub- 
ject. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented the petition of Wil- 
liam A. Christian, purser of the United States 
steamer Princeton, asking to be allowed a credit 
on his accounts for moneys advanced to the for- 
ward officers; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. F. also presented the petition of Allan D. | 
Crosby, purser of the United States ship Ontario, 


similar in its ees which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. R. JOHNSON presented the petition of 
the heirs of the late Captain S. Nicolson, praying 
to be allowed certain arrearages of pay; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. DIX presented the petition of Thomas 
Brownell, asking remuneration for money paid for 
medical services at Sackett’s Harbor; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the memorial of the 
Legislature of Missouri, in relation to the swamp 
lands in that State; which was ordered to be 


»rinted, and referred to the Committee on Public || 


nds, 


Mr. T. CLAYTON presented the petition of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GL 


respectfully | 


was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a petition from 
citizens of Connecticut, praying that measures ma 
be adopted to bring the war to a conclusion; whieh 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 
|| Mr. WESTCOTT presented a memorial from 

the Legislature of Florida, in relation to the public 
lands; which was referred to the Committee on 
, Public Lands. 
|| Mr. W. also presented a memorial praying for 
|| compensation for services as keeper of the public 
archives in Florida; which was referred to the 
| Committee on Public Lands. 


jury of St. John’s county, Florida, in relation to 
school lands; repair of the bridge on Sebastian 
| ereek; mail to Key West; fortification of the har- 
bor of St. Augustine, &c.; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 


i} 


Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of John P. | 
Andrews, praying for the settlement of all inter- | 


national disputes by a congress of nations; which 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. NILES presented the petition of Samuel 
W. Chilson, praying compensation for his services 
in superintending the transportation of the mail 


Roads. 

Mr. YULEE presented the petition of Edward 
Denneson, praying the correctiongof an error in an 
entry of land; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SEVIER presented a document in relation 


to the claimof Dr. Mayo; which was referred to || 


the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. SEVIER presented the memorial of the 


_ Legislature of Arkansas, for the creation of a judi- | 
|| cial district in the western part of the State of Ar- | 


kansas; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. SEVIER also presented a memorial from 
the same Legislature, praying that the navy of 
Texas may be incorporated in the navy of the 


tee on Naval Affairs. 


pensation of volunteers; which was referred to the 


|; Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. SEVIER also presented a memorial from 
the same Legislature, praying for an alteration in 


the compact with the United States, relative to the | 
Salt Springs; which was ordered to be printed, | 


and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. - 
Mr. SEVIER also presented a memorial from 


the same Legislature, praying for certain mail | 


routes; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 


tee: 


Messrs. DAVIS, BADGER, DIX, J. M.. 
CLAYTON, BAGBY, MILLER, DAYTON, 


|, CAMERON, and JOHNSON of Maryland. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, 
| the petition of the heirs of the late General Eleazer 
| Ripley was taken from the files and referred to the 
|| Committee of Claims; and, on his motion, the 
| petition of Gillis Thompson, the representative of 
| the estate of the late Captain Thompson, of the 
|| United States navy, was taken from the files and 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. DIX, in pursuance of notice, asked and ob- 
|| tained leave to bring in a bill for the relief of 
| Ralph Tompkins and others, children and heirs at 
‘law of the late Daniel D. Tompkins, deceased. 
| Mr. ARCHER, in pursuance of notice, brought 
_in a joint resolution to authorize the pares of 
additional land for the use of the public works at 
Harper’s Ferry. : s 

Mr. BRIGHT moved that the Chair appoint a 
|| member of the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
| sions; the present chairman having been called 
| home by pressing business. 
| The motion was agreed to, and Mr. Jannacm 
was appointed. 

Mr. JARNAGIN moved to be excused from 
} serving on the committee of Enrolled Bills; which 
) was agreed to. 


OBE. 


Elizabeth Allen, praying for a pension; which | 


Mr. W. also presented the memorial of the grand 


between Boston and Springfield; which was refer- | 
| red to the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 


United States; which was referred to the Commit- | 


Mr. SEVIER also presented a memorial from | 
the same Legislature, on the subject of the com- | 


The following Senators presented memorials | 
from heirs, assignees, and original claimants, for | 
| spoliations by the French on our commerce prier | 
to 1800; which were referred to the select commit- || 


Jan. 4, 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


i By Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Pyb. 
| lic Lands, without amendment: The bill grantine 
| to the State of IHinois the right of way through 
_ the public lands of the United States and for othe; 
| purposes. 

Also, from the same committee, a bill for the 

relief of George Gordon, of Randolph county 

| Minois. . 
| By Mr. NILES, from the Gommittee on the 
| Post Office and Post Roads: A bill for the relief of 
| Thomas Rhodes. 


| Also, from the same committee, a bill for the 


relief of Nathaniel Kuykendall. 

By Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee oy 
| Naval Affairs, without amendment: A bill for the 
| relief of Joseph Wilson, and a bill for the relief of 

Thomas Brownell. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, in answer to a resolution of the 
16th ultimo, in relation to the transmission of |e. 
ters and papers to and from officers and soldiers 
in the service of the United States in Mexico. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, 

Resolved, That the President be requested to 
communicate to the Executive of the State of 
Louisiana information of the death of the Hon, 
| ALexanper Barrow, late a Senator from the said 
| State. 
On motion of Mr. WESTCOTT, 
|| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be re- 
‘| quested to communicate to the Senate the official 
|| reports on file in his department in relation to the 
loss of the United States brig Somers; and also any 
|| information he may have respecting the assistance 
| rendered by the officers and crews of the French, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


} 


Spanish, and British public vessels of war lying 
- ‘Vera Cruz in the rescue of the crew of the said 
| brig. 

On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
|| be instructed to inquire into the propriety of pay- 
I ing a balance claimed by Walter R. Johnson to be 
| due him for his services and payment made by him 
|| for the United States. 


On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
|| be instructed to inquire into the propriety of allow- 
ing Hans Nelson a claim made by him against the 
United Sittes, for his sarvices in the navy of the 
United States during the last war. 


Mr. BAGBY submitted the following: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
'| fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing a national foundry at Tuscaloosa, 
in the State of Alabama. 


RECOMMENDATION TO APPOINT A LIEUTEN- 
ANT-GENERAL OF THE ARMY, ETC. 


The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a 
message from the President of the United States; 
which was read by the Secretary, as follows: 


Wasuineton, December 29, 1846. 

To the Senute and House of Representatives: 

|| In order to prosecute the war against Mexico with vigor 
|| and-success, it is neeessary that authority should be prompt- 
ly given by Congress to increase the regular army, and to 
remedy existing defects in its organization. With this view, 
your favorable attention is invited to the annual report of 
the Secretary of War, which accompanied my message of 
the 8th instant, in which he recommends that ten additional 
regiments of regular troops shall be raised, to serve during 

e war. 

Of the additional regiments of volunteers which have been 
called for from several of the States, some have been prompt- 
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| 


= 





ly raised, but this has not been the case in regard to all; the 
| existing law, requiring that theylound be organized by the 
independent action of the State Governments, has, in some 





instances, occasioned considerable delay and it is yet un- 
certain when the troops required can be ready for service in 
the field. 


It is our settled policy to maintain, in time of peace, as 
I ee ee ee eae iblic service 
will perm In 0 state Of war, wotwihetanding the grest 
advan with which our volunteer citizen soldiers can 


army. 
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permanentt disabled, or are necessarily detached ‘| 
— anit eee other duties. The long enjoyment || 
of peace has prevented us from experiencing much embar- | 
rassment from this cause ; but now, in a state of war, con- | 
ducted in a foreign country, it has produced serious injury 
to the public service. 
An efficient organization of the army, composed of regu- 
lars and volunteers, whilst prosecuting the war in Mexico, | 
itis believed, would uire the appointment of a general | 
officer to take com of all our military forces in the 
Om the conclusion of the war the services of such an 
officer would no longer be necessary, and should be dis- 
nsed with upon the reduction of the army to a peace | 
ef ishment. 1} 
’ Soe that provision be made by law for the ap- | 
pointment of such a general. officer, to serve during the 
itis respectfully recommended that early action should | 
be had by Congress upon the suggestions submitted for their | 
consideration, a8 necessary to ensure active and efficient | 
service in prosecuting the war before the present favorable 
season for military operations in the enemy’s country shall 
have passed away. JAMES K. POLK. 


Mr. DIX. Mr. President, I move that the mes- | 
sage be printed, and that it be referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Military Affairs. | 

The motion was agreed to. | 


i 
| 


MAIL FACILITIES FOR THE ARMY IN MEXICO. || 


The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a 
message from the President of the United States, 
accompanying a communication from the Post- 
master General in answer to a resolution of the 
16th ultimo, in relation to the transmission of let- | 
ters and papers to and from officers and soldiers | 
in the service of the United States in Mexico. 

On the motion of Mr. MOREHEAD, it was 
ordered to be printed, and was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 


GENERAL ORDERS. 


The joint resolution for the relief of William H. | 
Thomas, was read a second time, and was then | 





taken up as in Committee of the Whole. 

After a brief conversation between Mr. JAR- 
NAGIN, Mr. HUNTINGTON, and Mr. MAN- 
GUM, it was laid on the table gn the motion of 
Mr. JARNAGIN, to give Senators an opportunity | 
to look into its merits. 

The Senate next took up the bill for the relief of || 
Mary McRae, widow of William McRae; and no 
amendment being offeyed thereto, it was reported || 
to the Senate. ae 

And the question was on its engrossment. 

Mr. DAYTON said he knew nothing of the | 
merits of this matter, for nothing could be got from 
the bill itself. Italleged the fact generally of mer- 
itorious services by the deceased William Mc- 
Rae, in the Indian wars, and of the destitute con- | 
dition of his widow; but if this were good ground | 
whereon to grant a pension, they should have such | 
applications multiplied on every hand. He would || 
suggest that the bill be laid aside for the present, | 
that they might have an opportunity to look at the 
facts of the case. It might be a meritorious one, 
but he saw nothing on the face of this bill to lead 
him to that conclusion. 

Mr. BENTON explained that this bill was 
broyght in at the last session, was debated on 
this floor, amended on the motion of the Senator || 
from Maryland, and was then passed; and these | 
were the reasons why it was asked to put it on its || 
passage to-day. Doubtless the name had escaped 
the Senator from New Jersey. There was, too, a 
report made upon it at the last session, which | 
might not have been reprinted this session, but it | 
might be read if Senators desired it. The facts of | 
the case and the principles on which the bill rests 
are these: that when an officer in the service of 
the United States dies, the sacrifice is exactly the || 
same to the country whether he dies on land or | 
water. There is no difference in the merit of the 
sacrifice. The deceased, in this case, was an offi- 
cer in the army of the United States. He served 
out and wore out a long life in the public service. 
He died. He was not killed. If he had been 
killed on the battle-field, instead of dying on the 
banks of the Ohio, or if he had died in the naval 
service of the United States, his wife would have 
been pensioned for five years or for life. Now this 
was one of those cases which called upon them to 
decide whether there should continue to be such a 
distinction between the two branches of the ser- 
vice: if the widow of a naval officer should be pen- 
sioned for life, whether the husband died or was 
killed, and no provision should be made for the 
widow of an officer of the army unless he were 
killed on the field of battle. The principle involv- 
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| on the same footing. 


‘| cate to the Senate copies of all instructions given | 
| by the War Department or from the office of In- 


| under the treaty of 1835-’6, between the United | 


| would be deprived of the benefit expected to be de- | 
| rived from this system of reduction and graduation. | 
| For that reason he had offered this amendment, 1 


| serious consideration of the Senate. 


| tional sum of $500,000 annually; and it was then 
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ed in this case was well considered at the last ses- | Mr. PRESTON KING, previous notice having 


but that both branches of the service should be put |) 
If the report made at the last || 
session were read, it would show the facts of the | 
case, 

Mr. DAYTON, with permission of the Senator | 
from Missouri, would prefer that the bill should 
lie on the table until to-morrow, and in the mean- | 
time they could read the report. 

Mr. BENTON had no objection to that course. | 

The bill was accordingly laid on the table in- | 
formally. 


Mr. JARNAGIN called for the consideration of 


| a resolution heretofore offered by him; and it was 
| agreed to, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War communi- 


dian Affairs, to all or any of the commissioners | 
from time to time appointed to adjudicate claims 


States and the Cherokee nation of Indians. | 
The bill for the relief of Joshua Dodge was taken 
up, as in committee of the whole, and no amend- |, 
ment being offered, it was reported to the Senate, | 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read a || 

third time, and passed. 


| 
PUBLIC LANDS. } 


The Senate next proceeded to consider, as in || 
committee of the whole, the bill to reduce and || 
graduate the price of the public lands. 

Mr. BAGBY moved to amend by striking out || 


i| §*fifteen,’’ and inserting ‘* ten,’’ so as to make the || 
} ’ e 


provisions of the bill apply to lands which had been | 
exposed for sale for a period of ten years instead of |! 


|| fifteen. As the bill now stood, it would operate with || 
|, peculiar hardship and injustice on much the largest || 


part of the public lands in his own State, which | 


upon which he asked for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. | 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said this bill was of very || 
great consequence, and one which called for the 
Without de- || 
siring any procrastination or unnecessary delay, 
he hoped there would be no objection to its being | 


| postponed and made the special order for some | 


early day. He would move that it be postponed 
to this day week. 

Mr. BREESE said he had no objection to the 
postponement. He would merely remark, that || 
this was identical with the bill which passed the | 
Senate late in July last. It was the very bill which | 
the Secretary of the Treasury recommended as | 
being calculated to bring into the treasury an addi- | 


i} 
| 
i} 
} 


carefully examined by the Senator from Kentucky, | 
who expressed his views upon it. At the same | 
time, he had no objection to the postponement, if 
the Senator from Kentucky desired it. The vote 
might, nevertheless, be now taken on the amend- 
ment to strike out * fifteen’’ and insert *‘ ten,” on 
which he desired first to submit a few remarks. 








Mr. HUNTINGTON hoped the Senator from 
Tinois would not press the amendment at this 
time, and remarked, that though this bill had here- 
tofore passed the Senate, it met with no favor in 
the House. 

Mr. BREESE desired to say, that this was the | 
bill which passed the Senate after receiving modifi- || 
cations in the House; 


the table in the House. | 

The bill was then postponed to Monday next, 
and made the special order for that day. 

The Senate then went into executive session, 
and after some time spent therein, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay January 4, 1847. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
The SPEAKER announced that the House hav- 
ing set apart this day for the special consideration 
of the “bill to raise for a limited time an additional 
military force, and for other »” it wou 


oe to the consideration of said special 
r. 


|| sion, and it was the voice of the Senate at that || been given, asked the unanimous consent of the 
time that that distinction should no longer exist, || House tg introduce the following bill, viz: 


AN ACT making further provision for the expenses attend- 
ing the intercourse between the United States and foreign 
nations, 

Whereas, a state of war now exists between the United 
States and the Republic of Mexico, which it is desirable 
should be terminated upon terms just and honorable to both 
nations; and whereas assurances have heretofore been given 
to the Government of Mexico that it was the desire of the 
President to settle ali questions between the two countries 
on the most liberal and satistactory terns, according to the 
rights of each, and the mutual interests and security of the 


| two countries; and whereas the President may be able to 


conelude a tweaty of peace with the Republic of Mexico 
prior to the next session of Congress, if means for that ob- 
ject are at his disposal; and whereas, in the adjustment of 
so many complicated questions as now exist botween the 
two countries, it may possibly happen that an expenditure 
of money will be called ior by the stipulations of any treaty 
which may be entered into: Theretore— 

Be it enactet iy the Senate and Howse of Represenetives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, ‘That the 
sum of thirty tiousand dollars be, aad the same is hereby, 
appropriated, out of any money in the treasury not other- 
Wise appropriated, to enable the President to enter upon nege- 


| tiations for the restoration of peace with Mexico, whenever 
| itshall be in his power to do so. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there shall be nei- 


| ther slavery nor involuntary servitude in any territory which 


shall hereatter be acquired by cr be annexed to the United 
States, otherwise than in the punishmentof crinves whereof 
the party shall have been duly convieted: Provided, always, 
That any person escaping into the same from whom kiwker 
or service is lawfully claimed in any one of the United 
States, such fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed and con 


| veyed out of said territory to the person chiming his or her 


labor or service. 
Sec. 3. and be it further enacted, That the sum of two 
millions of dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, 


|| out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, 


to enable the President to conclude a treaty of peace with 
the Republic of Mexico, to be used by him in the event that 
said treaty, when signed by the authorized agents of the two 
Governments, oul, Weta ratified by Mexico, shall call for 
the expenditure of the same, or any part thereof; full and 
accurate accounts for which expenditure shall be by him 
transmitted to Congress at as early a day as practicable. 


Objection being made to the reception of the 
bill— 
Mr. PRESTON KING moved to — the 


special order, so as to enable him to introduce said 
bill. 


On which motion the yeas and nays were or- 
dered and taken, as follows, viz: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Arnold, Ashmun, Benton, Jne. 
Black, Blanchard, Brinkerhoff; Brodhead, Buttington, Wil- 
liam W. Campbell, John H. Campbell, Carroll, Cotlamer, 
Cranston, Cummins, Delano, De Mott, Eee Dunlap, 
Eltsworth, John H. Ewing, Faran, Foot, Giddings, Gordon, 
Grinnell, Grover, Hale, Hamlin, Hampton, Harper, Hastings, 
Elias B. Holmes, Hough, John W. Houston, Samuel D. Hub- 
bard, Hudson, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, Jas. B, Hunt, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Daniel P. 
King, Preston King, Leib, Levin, Lewis, Long, McGaughey, 
Mclivaine, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Moulton, Pendicton, 
Pettit, Pollock, Ramsey, Rathbun, Ripley, Julius Rockwell, 
Root, Runk, Russell, Sawtelle, Scammon, Schenck, Sea- 
man, Severance, Truman Smith, Albert Smith, Caicb B. 
Smith, Strohm, Sykes, Benjamin Thompson, James Thomp- 
son, Thurman, Tilden, Vance, Vinton, Wentworth, Whea- 
ton, White Williams, Wilmot, Winthrop, and Wood—&e. 

NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Barringer, Bayly, Bed- 
inger, Bell, Biggs, James A. Black, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, 
Milton Brown, William G. Brown, Burt, Catheart, Augus- 
tus A. Chapman, Chase, Clarke, Cobb, Cocke, Cottrell, 
Crozier, Cullom, Cunningham, Dargan, G. Davis, Dockery, 
Douglass, Erdman, Edwin H. Ewing, cklin, Foster, Fries, 
Giles, Graham, Grider, Haralson, Harmanson Hilliard, 
Hoge, Hopkins, George 8. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, 
Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joxeph Johnsen, Andrew Jobn- 
son, G. W. Jones, Kaufman, Kennedy, Lawrence, Leake, 
Leffler, Ligon, Lumpkin, Macla » McClernand, MeCrate, 
McDaniel, Joseph J. McDowell, Jas. McDowell, McHenry, 
John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morse, Norris, Owen, Par- 
rish, Payne, Perrill, Perry, Phelps, Pilsbury, Reid, Relfe, 
Roberts, Sawyer, Leonard H. Sims, Simpson, Thos. Smith, 
Robert Smith, Starkweather, Thibodaux, Thomasson 
Tibbatts, Tredway, Trumbo, Wick, and 


The special order not bein stponed, the bill 
was not ceodaced, fo. 

Mr. JAMES THOMPSON explained to the 
House that he was absent on Saturday last, when 
the vote was taken on the resolution declaring it 
inexpedient to tax tea and coffee; and that, if he 
had been present, he should have voted for the 
resolution. 

‘Mr. LEAKE said he rose to a privileged ques- 
tion. He said that he observed by the journal, . 
and in the public papers of this city, containing 
the proceedings of the House of Representatives 
of Deountaer 29, 1846, that he was reported as 
voting in favor of laying on the table the resojution 
offered by the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Ham- 
Lin] to “ close the refrectorfes in the basement of 
the Capitol, unless the sale of spirituous liquors be 
s\ispended therein.”” Mr. L. stated that he wag 
absent from the city in Virginia on that day, and 








arin) (SSAA eR 


; ¥ 


Sedo Ne 


= 
a Sy 
a ee ee No 


tar or 


whe 


- 
a < 

> 

Sol 


De aay 
~ 


wit 
. 


Se tee 


os 


i Ree 


ea 


* 
* 


rey 


%* 
e 


REL RE 


“ee 


Fi nthe 


tite 











106 


consequently did not vote at all. He concluded by 
requesting the reporters of the city newspapers to 
notice the fact. 

Mr. BAYLY rose and asked leave to make a 
personal explanation. 

No objection having been made— 

Mr. B. said: Mr. Speaker: Through the inter- 
vention of disinterested friends, all correspondence 
between the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. G. 
Davis} and myself, growing out of the unpleasant 
altercation which occurred on this floor a few days 


ago, hos been reciprocally withdrawn, and I would 


now request from the Huse the privilege of making 
a personal explanation touching that matter. 

On Wednesday, the 23d day of December, in 
the course of the remarks | had the honor to sub- 
mit to the House, I made allusion to certain views 
which had been presented by “ the advocates and 
apologists of Mexico.’’ Shortly afterwards, the 
gentieman from Kentucky [Mr. G. Davis] inter- 
posed, That gentleman had preceded me in debate 
on the day before, and I had remarked that, on an 
effort being made by his colleague [Mr. Tissarrs] 
to interpose, he had refused to allow Mr. Tresarts 
to put to him a question, on the ground that his 
hour was too brief to enable him to express fully 
his views on the subject. When the gentleman 
from Kentucky interrupted me, and before he ex- 

lained his purpose, | immediately refused to yield 
bien the floor, and expressed, as my reason, that 
I knew the hour allotted me would be too short to 
enable me to cover the ground I wished to occupy. 
Notwithstanding, the gentleman from Kentucky 
persisted in maintaining the floor, and said, ‘ Will 
not the gentleman give way for an explanation ?’’ 
ln no spirit of hostile defiance, but simply to obviate 
any cause for the consumption of time, Lreplied, “If 
he desires personal explanations, they may beasked 
out of the House.’’ The gentleman still persist- 
ing, I took it for granted that it was not a personal 
exjlanation he desired, and concluded his purpose 
was to make some suggestion or request for expla- 
nation-as to my course of argument, the effect of 
which would be to delay and interrupt the expres- 
sion of my views, and, consequently, that his pur- 
pose was assimilated to that of his colleague the 
day before. Under this view, I felt justified at the 
time in saying it was presumptuous in the gentle- 
man to persist in interrupting me, when he had 
refused but the day before to yield the floor under 
similar cireumstances. Subsequent information 
has satisfied me that the gentleman’s purpose was 
threughout different from that for which his col- 
league had sought to interrupt him, and which dif- 
ference exempts him from the charge of presump- 
tion that I then made against him. 

lt is unnecessary for me, Mr. Speaker, to reca- 
pitalate the expressions which afterwards passed 
Seeguen the gentleman and myself, or to note the 
order and manner of their occurrence, as those 
matters, doubtless, are remembered here. I wish 
to state explicitly, as I feel it to be due to truth and 
candor, and to the gentleman from Kentucky, even 
more than to the suggestions of friends entitled to 


THE CON 


\ 


j 
| 


my highest confidence, that any allusion to the | 


advocates and apologists of Mexico was not in- 
tended to apply to the gentleman from Kentucky 
or to his argument. My reference was designed 
for tlfose who had defended or apologized for those 
grievances inflicted by Mexico previous to the war 
upon our citizens and their property, and for the 
course pursued by her in violation of treaty stipu- 
lations for their settlement, and I had pot under- 
stood the gentleman from Kentucky to indulge in 
that line of argument. cs 
Mr. GARRETT DAVIS (also by leave) then 
rose and said: Mr. Speaker, the explanation of the 
gentleman from Virginia renders it proper that I 


likewise should invoke the courtesy of the House. | 


On the occasion alluded to by the gentleman, when, 
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wish to do him justice. He satisfactorily explains 
the words to which, at the time, I thought I hada 
right to except. I said to him, if he intended to 
impute to me a false reference to him, “ it was a 
lie.’ In justice to him, as well as myself, I with- 
draw that language, and desire it to be considered 
as never having been uttered, 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 
sage from the President of the United States; 
which was read, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. [This | 
message is published in the Senate proceedings of || 
this day; it recommends the appointment of a gen- | 
eral officer to take command of all the forces in 
the field, and an increase of the army.} 


INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 


' 
| 
The House resolved itself into Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Houston, | 
of Alabama, in the chair,) and proceeded to the 
consideration of the special order, being the bill |; 
reported from the Committee on Military Affairs |) 
on Tuesday, the 29th ultimo, and published in that || 
day’s proceedings. 

Mr. SCHENCK said there seemed to be a mani- | 
fest incongruity in the mode of proceeding. The | 
bill for raising additional regiments for the army | 
was referred to a Committee of the Whole on the || 
state of the Union, and an Executive message, con- } 
taining the argument in support of that bill, was 
sent to the Committee on Military Affairs. Either |! 
both should be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole, or both to the Military Committee. He 
would move that the committee rise, in order that |) 
the message might receive a different direction, | 
and be sent to the Committee of the Whole on the | 
state of the Union. 

The question being put, the motion was not | 
agreed to. 

The first section of the bill was then read. 

Mr. RATHBUN offered the following amend- | 
ment: } 

** Strike out the proviso in the first section, and | 
insert: Provided, That the officers of the said regi- | 
ment shall be appointed in the manner prescribed || 
by law in the several States and Territories to || 
which such regiments, or any company in any such |! 
regiments, shall respectively belong.’’ 

Mr. McGAUGHEY obtained the floor, but 
yielded it momentarily to 

Mr. HARALSON, who gave notice that he 
would at the proper time submit the following || 
amendments, viz: 

** Insert in the Ist section, after the words ‘ un- 
der the direction of the President,’ the words ‘to | 
serve during the war with Mexico.”’ 

** Also, add to the end of the 2d section the 
words, ‘ unless sooner discharged.’ 

‘* Also, strike out the vaord ‘army,’ in the 5th | 
section, and insert in lieu thereof the words ‘ artil- || 
t 
| 


lery, infantry, and dragoons.’ ”* 

Mr. TIBBATTS gave notice that he should, at || 
the proper time, move to amend the bill by striking || 
out the 5th section, and inserting in lieu thereof || 
the following: {| 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That each volunteer, 
non-commissioned officer, musician, and private, who has 
volunteered or may volunteer for a period less than during 
the war, and who shall have gone or may go intu the ser- || 
vice, and have received an honorable discharge, shall be | 
entitled to three months’ additional pay, and to a warrant I] 
for one hundred and sixty acres of land, to be located on | 
any land belonging to the United States, subject to entry at } 


j 


| the date of said warrant. 


upon his refusal to yield the floor at my request, |. 


I said he should not make a false reference to me, 
I was in doubt whether, in his remarks, he intend- 
ed to include me among the *‘ advocates and apolo- 
gists of Mexico on this floor.’’ Having heard 
the gentleman’s explanation, | am satisfied that he 
did not intend so to place me, and, bad I been 
aware of what he now states, | should not have 
used any such language. 

Mr. BAYLY said: The explanation of she gen- 


tleman is what I had a right to expect. is | 


remarks, made under a misconception of my mean- 
ing, led me, in the heat and hurry of the moment, 


to undue expressions in reply to him, and I now |, 


Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That there shall be | 
allowed and paid to each non-commissioned officer, musi- 


, cian, and private, who shall, after the passage of this act, 


enlist or velunteer in the service of the United States fora |! 
period of five years, or during the war with Mexico, a || 
bounty of fifteen dollars; but the payment of ten dollars of || 


| said bounty shall be deferred until the soldier enlisting shall || 


join the regiment or corps in which he is to serve, and until || 
the soldier volunteering shall be mustered into the service || 
of the United States. | 
Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That each non-com- || 
missioned officer, musician, or private, in the army of the 
United States, who has enlisted or volunteered, or who shall 
enlist in the army or volunteer in the service of the United 
States, for a period of five years, or during the war with 
Mexico, shall be each entitled, on his receiving an honora- 
ble discharge from the army, to a warrant for three hundred 
and twenty acres of land; to be located on any land belong- 


| ing to the United States, subject to entry at the date of said 


warrant. 
Sec. 8. And he it further 


if there be any; and, if there be no child, then the father or | 
mother of any non-commissioned officer, musician, or pri- 
vate, of the army of the United States, or militia or volun- 
teers in the same, who has been or may be killed in battle, 
or has died or may die in service during the war with Mexi- | 


OBE. 


| land to which such non-commissioned officer, 
| private, would have been entitled had he received an honor 


| Sioned officer, musician, and private, who has enlist: 


/ in our own boundaries. 


| fying himself in them with any party. 
| G.’s speech will be published in the Appéndix.] 





co, shall be entitled to a warrant for the same 


quantity of 
MUsician, or 


able discharge, and shall be entitled to locate tie sam 
upon any Jand in the United States, subject to entry at tig 
date of said warrant. ° 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That each nOn-commmis. 
h Pd and 
shall have served a regular terin of enlistment, or who has 
voluntecred for twelve months and shall have served for that 
period, and who shall have received an honorable discharge 
who shall, within one month after such discharge, again ey’ 
list or volunteer to serve for and during the existing war 
shill be entitled to receive an additional bounty of one year, 
half pay, one-half of said bounty to be paid at the time such 


| soldier shall enlist or such volunteer shall be mustered into 


service, and the other half when such enlisted soldier or 
volunteer shall receive an honorable discharge. 


Mr. WHITE offered the following amendment; 


“That the said officers, musicians, and privates, heroby 
authorized to be raised or employed for the service of th 
United States, shall be immediately discharged from saiq 
service upon cessation of hostilities with the republic of 
Mexico, or upon an agreement to treat for peace and amity 


| by said republic with the United States.” 


Mr. McGAUGHEY then went into a general 
speech against the war, avowing his intention io 
vote against all further supplies for carrying it on, 
against the bill to raise new regiments, and also 
against the bill appointing a new commander of 
the army. He would vote appropriations to clear 
off the present debt, afier which he would not grant 
another dollar till our armies were withdrawn with- 
He said, however, that 
he spoke only his own sentiments, without identi- 


[Mr. Me- 


Mr. OWEN said: 

It has become very customary, in these days, 
on the other side of the House, to quote the senti- 
ment, **Our country, right or wrong!’’ I feel that 
no citizen of these United States need now, I hope 
that no one ever will need, thus to proclaim his 
country’s shame, even while he professes to her 
his devotion. I trust never to see the day'when 
of our republic and her Government it may, with 
truth, be said: ‘Our foreign policy is rapacious; 
our national councils look to aggrandizement, with- 
out scruple as to means; our Executive is reckless, 
bent upon aggression, committing or sanctioning 
open acts of usurpation: but yet, unjust, grasping 


' as she is, grossly as she viqjates the faith of trea- 


ties and outrages the, peace of the world, this coun- 


| try is still ours, and therefore we will sustain her 
in her career of injustice.”’ 


I will not permit myself to doubt, that gentlemen 
on the other side, unguarded, violent as have been 


| their expressions, would yet receive with pleasure 


any sufficient evidence in proof, that, in the pres- 


| ent juncture of our affairs, (to be lamented, because 
| war is ever to be lamented,) their country is right. 
| No good man willingly supports injustice, though 


that injustice be committed by one to whom he is 
bound by every tie of gratitude and affection. 
The charges currently made against our Gov- 
ernment in its foreign relations are numerous and 
heavy. It has engaged in a war—thus we may 
sum up the accusation—unjust and unnecessary; & 
war thrust by us upon Mexico; having its origin 
in a quenchless thirst after conquest; to haye its 


end in the subjugation of a rival race, and the an- 
_nexation of a foreign territor 


I will ask those who ebive in the justice of 
such charges, briefly to review with me the cir- 
cumstances that have led to the present crisis, and 
then to say, where there has been wrong; what we 
have done that we ought not to have done; at what 
step we ought to have arrested a neuen what 
measure of peace we have omitted; by what un- 
called-for act we have provoked war. 

And then, if it should appear that our course 8s 
a nation is amply justified; that our object, steadily 
pursued, has been, first, the avoidance of hostili- 
ties, and when that was no longer — then 
the restoration of peace; if it should further appear, 


, that, while we have sought that which was our 


right, indemnity, the phantom of territorial cupidity 
has not tempted us into the wild paths of ambition; 
if, up to the present moment, such and-so concilia- 
tory has been our course, then I am ready to go & 
step further, and to ask whether there be just 
ground to infer, that the same moderation w ich 


That the widow, ifthere | has marked our conduct in the past will be de- 
be one; if there be no widow, then the child or children, |) 


parted from in the future. 

I pass by the long list of grievances, borne year 
after year with a patience that has misled the Mex!- 
can people; grievances that induced one President, 
ten years since, to advise an act authorizing repri- 
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further attempts at ne tiation, and appeal to Con- 
ress for the mode and measure of redress. 1 will” 
suppose the Mexican Government, up to the mo- 


ment of this rapture about Texas, to have been as 


‘stand friendly as it has been, in fact, faithless | 


‘nd inimical; and will commence my review of 


our mutual relations from a period not two years 


vi b . 

eon the Ist of March, 1845, Texas, orice a State 
of the federal republic of Mexico, but for nearly 
nine years then past, an independent republic, was, 
in accordance with her own request, (a request 


Union. Texas was, at the moment of annexation, 


a sovereign Power, to whose territory Mexico had | 


yo more right than old Spain then had to any of 


made and repeated years before,) received into our | 


the departments of Mexico, or England to the free | 


soil of this republic. Every writer of repute on 
international law confirms that doctrine. The 
public opinion of the world has since acknowl- 
edged its justice, and assented to the rightful char- 
acter of our act. 

Against Mexico, then, when we admitted Texas 
into the Union, we committed no wrong. We did 
but that which the public law and the recognised 
custom of civilized nations permits and sanctions. 
Against the decisions of that law, and the prece- 
dents settled by that custom, no one nation, to suit 
its own purpose, can be suffered to appeal. 


This is the first, as it is the most important, | 
point in the whole case. Mexico’s bitter com- | 
plaints, of which the injustice is only equalled by | 


the absurdity, have, in some quarters, created 
sympathy and obscured the truth. There are 
minds so constituted, that to make to them any 
complaint, it matters not how uttvr'y baseless, is 
to awaken doubts in favor of the complainant. 


To such I advise the perusal of Mexico’s own | 


pleas, as set forth by her own official apologists. 
| especially commend to their attention the follow- 
ing paragraph, setting forth the ground of her 
claim to Texas, as we find it in a letter addressed 
by Castillo y Lanzas, Mexican Minister of For- 
eign Affairs, to Mr. Slidell, at the time the govern- 
ment of Parades refused to receive that gentleman 
as Minister: 


“ Civilized nations have beheld with amazement, at this 
enlightened and refined epoch, a powerful and well-consoli- 
dated State availing itself of the internal dissensions of a 
neighboring nation, putting its vigilance to sleep by protest- 
ations of friendship, setting in action all manner of springs 
and artifiees, alternately plying intrigue and violence, and 
seizing a moment to despoil her of a precious part of her 
territory, regardless of the incontrovertible rights of the most 
unquestionable ownership, and the most uninterrupted pos- 
session. ”*— Castillo y Lanzas’s letter of March 12, 1846, House 
Doc. 106, 29th Cong., 1st sess., p. 58. 


I pray the apologists of Mexico well to note the | 
character and wording of this her plea. She denies | 


not, what every publicist declares, that conquest, 
followed by years of undisturbed possession, gives 
territorial right. She virtually admits that doc- 
trine; and her assertion is—tet gentlemen read for 
themselves, if they doubt what may seem too 
monstrous for belief—her assertion—unmatched 
for cool effrontery, I dare to assert, in the whole 
annals of diplomacy—is, that Mexico has ever 
held uninterrupted possession of her province of 
Texas! And therefore, we have been despoiling 
her of a precious portion of her territory! 


Either this Mexican Rip Van Winkle must have 
been slumbering for the last nine years, in some of 
those old halls of the Montezumas, of which lately 
we have heard so much, or else the modern world 
has been dreaming strange things during that pe- 
riod. We have been accustomed to believe, that 
in April of 1836, a certain battle of St. Jacinto was 
fought and won; that thereupon the Mexicans 
were driven forth from Texas, and a civil govern- 
ment established there; that Presidents were cho- 
sen, Judges installed, a Legislature elected, laws 
enacted, anew republic built up; that, under the shel- 
ter of its constitution, a young nation quietly pur- 
sued its chosen course, and successfully maintain 
year after year, its independence. We had imagined 
allthis. Butlo! forth from the National Palace of 
Mexico steps Sefior Castillo y Lanzas, to correct 
such wild imaginations, and to inform us, with all 


. the gravity befitting an official despatch, that we 


are wholly mistaken; that Texas has never 

from under the Mexican rule; and that from the 
time Santa Ana and Houston fought—ten years 
ago—even to the present day, the mother country 
has held her department of Texas, as she has held 











if 


|| tion by Mexico, had, and could have, no western 





tionable—nay, in undisturbed possession! 

I repeat here, what once before ina similar con- 
| nexion I said, that if the subject were less grave, 
| one might pass by a puerile falsehood like this as 
a piece of national pleasantry. As it is, it is a 
| gross insult to the common sense of mankind. 
| I hope those who adopt the cause of Mexico will 

endorse her argument also. 
confessed, is worthy of the other. 


travagance, I return to the point whence I have 
digressed. 

The annexation of Texas was an act lawfully, 
rightfully done. Mexico very naturally regretted 
her lost province, as Spain in former days, doubt- 
| less mourned over her revolted colonies; or Eng- 
land, in ’76, over hers. But either of these nations 
has the same right to-day to shut its eyes on the 
chances of war and revolution, long past, and again 


possessions, as Mexico has, or ever had, to com- 
plain of us, because a free sovereign, once a con- 
stituent part of the Mexican republic, offered to 


| nexation. 
| The right, then, was perfect. Can Mexico com- 


' . . . . ° 
;, plain of the manner in which we have exercised it? 


Texas, never recognised as an independent na- 


| boundary fixed by treaty. She claimed to the Rio 
| Bravo. On the lower portion of that stream her 
original claim by conquest and possession to the 
line of the river, could hardly be considered as in- 
validated by a half-deserted village or two, and a 
few scattering huts, tenanted by Mexicans, on its 
| eastern bank. The case above the mouth of the 
Puerco was different. Several small Mexican 
towns, besides Santa Fé with her ten thousand in- 
habitants, were scattered over the valley east of 
| the upper river. 


| negotiation. Such, at least, passing over the scot 
with Santa Ana, the proclamation of General Woll, 
| and other arguments, is the view of the subject 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Sos pneeenaneon fp peeeeenr nr etemrerasenensaeenameteeadagpspanmmntecoaaedpenqunennmnanmnetnenamuparaenen-ceamemnatananapenyseaenacmnsacenaeaeee 
{} 


z y 
sals; and another, somewhat later, to abandon all || the rest of her departments, in complete, unques- | 


The one, it must be | 


Taking leave, for the present, of Mexican ex- 


seek possession of what were once its American | 


unite herself to us, and we accepted the offer of an- 
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Any government in the least disposed to be cap- 
tious would have resented a course and a language 
like this as a national insult, and a plenary cause 
for war. Unprovoked by any breach on our part 
of the law of nations, without even the trivial ex- 
cuse of a failure in international comity, Mexico 
arraigns us as guilty of au outrage unheard of in 
modern times, avows her design to recover even 
by the strong hand a country soon lawfully to 
become an integral portion of our Union; and 
finally takes that step which, among civilized na- 
tions, is commonly followed up, at once, by an 
appeal to the sword. 

Nhat, under these exasperating circumstances, 
was the course of our Executive? While in lan- 
guage firm and mild, he asserted the right of our 
country to do what she had done, he added an as- 
surance, that * our most strenuous efforts should 
be devoted to the amicable adjustment of every 
cause of complaint between the two Govern- 
ments,”’ 

Almonte departed; and in less than a month, our 
Minister near the Government of Mexico was for- 
mally notified, that all diplomatic relations be:ween 
the United States and Mexico were at an end. 

Still, we abstained from any hostile demonstra- 


| tion; we augmented not our forces; we made no 


Upon the whole, then, the exact | 
|| line of boundary might, not unfairly, be consid- | 
|| ered a debatable question, and proper subject for 


advance, even into Texas. Mexico, on the con- 
trary, exhausted herself in military preparation, 
She increased and fitted out her army; its destina- 
tion, openly and boastingly avowed, being the 
banks of the Rio Bravo; its object, as freely de- 
clared, the reconquest of Texas. 

Texas, then, on the eve of consummating her 
union with us, took alarm at this threatening as- 
pect of things. She remembered, doubtless, the 
famous orders, not then a year old, issued to Gen- 
eral Woll, when about to invade her territory- 
whereby there was commanded the murder, with- 
out distinguishing age or sex, of every human be- 
ing guilty of being found there. She remembered 
Goliad and the Alamo; and her Congress and her 
Convention united in an earnest appeal to our 


| Government to send into Texas a force sufficient. 


| most favorable to Mexico; and such was the view 


tion. 
offence, the annexing resolution was so worded as 


| 

| taken by the Congress that consummated annexa- | 
| With an evident desire to avoid all cause of | 
| 


| to include * the territory properly included within, | 
|| and rightfully belonging to, the republic of Tex- | 
ij as.”? And the second section provided, that the 


|| State of Texas be formed, ‘ subject to the adjust- || 
| ment, by this Government, ofall questions of bound- || 





| ary that may arise between this and other govern- 


ments.’’ The desire of Congress that the bound- 
ary question might be settled amicably, by treaty 
with Mexico, was here clearly indicated. The 


} 
manner, then, of consummating the act of annexa- 
| tion was as considerate and conciliatory as the act 


| itself was lawful and right. 


In what manner has Mexico, on her part, come | 


up to meet this spirit of moderation on ours? How 
has she replied to this our offer amicably to treat 
with her fora boundary? In less than a week after 


the passage of the annexation resolutions, Almonte, || 


the Mexican Minister in this city, addressed a com- 
| munication to our Secretary of State, in which, 


| fan act of oopeenee the most unjust that can be 
found recorded in the annals of modern history,” 
he solemnly protested, in the name of his Govern- 


ment— 
“ That the said law can in nowise invalidate the riglits 


on which Mexico relies to recover the above-mentioned || ers to adjust all questions in dispute between the 


province of Texas, of which she now sees herself unjustly 


| 
' 
| after characterizing the law annexing Texas as | 
j 
| 
! 


despoiled ; and that she will maintain and uphold these rights | 


at all times, by every means which may be in her power ” 


He concluded by declaring that his mission here | 


was at an end, and demanded his passports. 

This was the position openly taken by Mexico 
at the first, and which has been stoutly maintained 
by her throughout, in proclamations, manifestoes, 
and otherwise, even to the present day; that Texas 
was her revolted province, and constituted a part 
of Mexican territory, of which we had despoiled 
her; and that she would employ every means, in- 
eluding force of arms, to recover it. Not a word 
with reference to boundary—not a syllable about 
the Nueces or the Bravo: the Sabine was the line 
beyond which we had invade her territory, and 
from every foot of land west of that stream she 
—— her determination to dislodge and eject us, 

she can. 


i 
; 
a 


; 


| 
| 


ij 


i 
i 





| 





‘ 


| difficulties in a peacefy! manner. 


| the United States was cou 


for its defence. 

If, under such circumstances, the President of 
the United States had turned a deaf ear to that ap- 
peal, his conduct would have been grossly culpa- 
»le, and would have furnished just ground for im- 
peachment. But he saw his duty, and performed 
it; and in June, 1846, General Taylor, then at Fort 
Jesup, was ordered to advance to Corpus Christi. 

Here, again, moderation was pushed to the ut- 
most limits consistent with public honorand safety. 
Mexico, by breaking off all diplomatic relations 
with us three months before, had refused to treat 
of a boundary. She made no secret of her design 
to settle the question by the sword; and yet our 
Government, in the hope that she might still recon- 
sider her rash resolves, abstained from taking pos- 
session, as, after such refusal, most rightfully she 
might have done, of the debatable land. She 
contented herself with a position on this side of it. 
And this she did, even while the enemy’s troops 
were ranging over it, and the Texans, through 
their Secretary of State, were pressingly urging 
that she should ** proceed at once to occupy posi- 
tions upon the Rio Grande.” 

And then she renewed her efforts to decide all 
Our consul at 
Mexico was instrucied, in October, 1846, to assure 


the Mexican Government, then under Herrera, 
of our unchanged desire to maintain relations of 
| friendship; an 


further to say, that if Mexico 
would receive “an envoy, intrusted with full pow- 


two Governments,’’ such an one should be imme- 
diately despatched. The answer was favorable. 
The Minister, Pefia y Peiia, replied: 

« My Government is disposed to receive the Commissioner 
of the United States who may come to this capital with full 


powers from his Government to settle the present dispute in 
a peaceful, reasonable, and honorable manner.” 


This assent to the reception of an envoy from 
pled with a single con- 
dition; and this the Minister declared to be indis- 


pensable, so that the negotiation might procecd, ~ 


without suspicion of menace or coercion on our 
part. The condition was the ‘ recall of the whole 
naval foree lying in sight of the port of Vera Cruz.” 
It was immediately complied with,.and the force 
withdrawn. ‘ 
Two months later, trusting to the above promise, 


‘| as insuring his reception, Mr. Slidell reached Vera 
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Cruz. Every one knows the result. Mexico, || imposed by Great Britain in 1775, spoken of as 
false to her word, refused to receive him, on || having brought about the American Revolution. 
grounds too frivolous for repetition; and which, if || They who so reason mistake a trivial incident for 
they meant anything, meant that the question re- | a great cause. That obnoxious tax but precipita- 
garding Texas must be settled separately, and || ted a mighty event, that had long been slowly, 


without any reference-to the claims of this Gov- || gradually, but inevitably a proaching. It may | 





Jan. 4, 
|| was agreed by Congress,’’ said he, «« oo 
|| boundary should be settled by treaty.” — 
|| undoubtedly, be go settled; Mexico has told us o;, 
| what terms. We have but to agree, as the east 


| limit of her territory, to the line of the Sabine, 


ernment ageinst Mexico: a proposition absurd and 
inadmissible. 

If there be any gentleman here still disposed to 
veil Mexico's breach of faith under the flimsy pre- 
tences with which she has sought to cover it, I beg 
him to read the letter of our consul, Mr. Black, 
containing an account of his interview with the 
Mexican Minister of Foreign Affairs, at the mo- 
ment he first heard of Mr. Slidell’s arrival. The 
first unguarded expressions of the man are honest 
end truthful. Let gentlemen compare them with 
the labored afterthought put forth by the Minister 
in Ins subsequent despatch, 

Consul Black’s account of the interview is brief 
and instructive. Mr. Pefia y Pefia asked him who 
Mr, SlideH was, Mr. Black replied that he sup- 
posed him to be * the envoy whom the Mexican 
Government had agreed to receive from the Gov- 
ernment of the United States.”’ I give the Min- 
ister’s reply in the words of Mr. Black’s letter : 


** He said that ought not to be; the Government did not 
expect an envoy from the United States until January, as 
they were not prepared to receive him; and he desired, if 
possible ; that he would not come to the capital, nor even 


disembark at this time ; and that I should endeavor to pre- | 


vent bis doing so, as his appearance in the capital at this 


thine might prove destructive to the Government, and thus || 
‘You know, (said he) the opposi- | 
tion are calling us trailors for entering into thisarrangement || 
with you.’ °—Mr. Black to Mr. Buchanan, December 18, || 


defeat the whole affair. 


1845; House Doc. 196, 29th Cong., lst sess., p. 17, 

And if this be not plain enough, take another 
paragraph: 

* He said that the Government itself was well disposed 


and ready to proceed in the negotiation, but that if the || 
affair was commenced now, it would endanger its existence; || 


that the Government were preparing the thing, collecting 
the opinion and consent of the departments, which they 
expected to have finished by January, and then they would 


be able to proceed in the aflair with more security; that the | 


Goverment were afraid that the appearance of the envoy at 


this time would produce a revolution against it, which might | 


terminate in its destruction.”’—IJbid., page 18. 

A child may see through this. He who runs 
may read it. No nonsense here about powers ad 
hoe, or an appointment lacking confirmation by a 


Scnate not in session; but the plain unvarnished | 


How the hundred thousand free citizens of 
!] have determined the year and the day when Amer- | Texas will receive an act of retrocession; what the 
| ica assumed her equal station among the nations | world will think of it; and whether, before we give 
|| of the earth. It may have decided, that in the || the dastard vote that shall abandon an integral 
| month of April, and in the year 1775, the first || portion of our territory, a second time, to the ten- 
|| blood shed in the revolutionary straggle should || der mercies of Mexican tyrants, the last spark of 
|| flow, dying the grass plat of Lexington. But the || self-respect must not have died out in our hearts: 
|| true cause of a political convulsion that gave free- || these are matters which I leave the clamorers fo; 
|| dom to a hemisphere lay deeper and spread wider || peace at any cost to settle for themselves, 

'| far, than any isolated act of oppression. A nation | With these facts before us, what becomes of al! 
|| had outgrown her dependence, and was ripe for the || the idle declamation about a war unprovoked and 
‘| experiment of self-government. Therefore came || a boundary unsettled? I demand specifications, 
'| the American Revolution. I ask in, what measure of peace have we omit. 
| And thus, though it be in a smaller matter, do || ted? ‘Eeceae left the boundary question open 
| they err, who set down the advance from the || for adjustment by treaty. Our Executive, second. 
|| Nueces to the Rio Grande, rightful as it was, as | ing the design of Congress, and overlooking alike 
having brought about war with Mexico. Itimme- || the abrupt departure and warlike threats of Al. 
|| diately preceded, but it did not produce it. It but || monte, the breach of faith of one Mexican Adminis. 
accelerated, by a few days or weeks, it may be, a || tration, and the insulting charges preferred against 
| crisis, which the state of public feeling in Mexico, || us by another, has sought, in and again, to 
| gathering for years, had rendered inevitable at last. || open a friendly negotiation with Mexico. Disap- 
|| That which sufficed to cause, and did cause, this || pointed in our overtures to Herrera, we still prof- 
_war, was the facility with which the Mexican || fered peace to Paredes. Repulsed by Paredes, we 
| Presidency can be reached by an appeal to the || tendered the olive branch to Santa Ana. 

| prejudices, and to the national animosities, of the || Could we force negotiations? Could we compel 
| Mexican army and the Mexican people. Herrera || peace? Are the hearts of faithless rulers in our 
j 
j 





talked of negotiating with us, and his Administra- | hands, that we should change them? Is the will 
| tion went down. Paredes came in on the question i of a mercenary soldiery ours to control ? 
of hostility to the United States; and to maintain | 


: 2 : | It is my deliberate judgment that we have push- 
| his ill-gotten power, he found himself compelled to || ed to the verge of importunity our strivings afier 
‘| redeem the braggart pledges by which he acquired | peace. In the case of a powerful nation, one half 
| it. He had called Herrera a traitor, because he || the advances we have made would have exposed 
| spoke of peace: he could evince his own patriotism || us to the charge of pusillanimity. As it is, we 
only by urging on war. || have lavished generosity on a Government that 
| ‘This view of the subject is amply confirmed by || seems not to know the meaning of the word. 
| an official communication drawn leon Mexico in ||  { have hastily reviewed the past. Let us turn, 
March last—the letter of Castillo y Lanzas, from | for a brief space, to the doings of the present, and 
which I have already quoted. In terms plain as || the prospects of the future. ‘ 
language can make them, and in language intem- It needs not to waste words, in proof that a na- 
| perate as passion can suggest, this letter maintains || tion at war has an absolute right to her conquests, 
the same ground originally assumed by Almonte, || yntil retaken, or ceded by a treaty of peace; and 
when he demanded his passports. The seizure of || a further right to provide laws for conquered terri- 
Texas is its theme; annexation the burden of its | tory. If, in support of one of the clearest princi- 
complaint. Says the Mexican Minister: | ples of international law, as laid down by Grotius, 


“This ircorporation of a territory which had constituted 
an integral part of that of Mexico during the long period of 
the Spanish dominion, and after her emancipation for so 
long a term, without any interruption whatever, and which, 
moreover, had been recugnised and sanctioned by the treaty 
of limits between the Mexican republic and the United 


truth—‘* We dare not keep faith with you. The 
attempt would endanger our existence.”? Here, 
without doubt, is exposed, not only the true rea- 
son of our failure in every attempt to open nego- | 
tiations, but the whole secret of Mexican bravado, || States of America—this annexation—was effected by the 
Mexican war, Mexican obstinacy. A President || reprobated means of violence aud fraud-” 


| 

is insecure in his seat, unless he indulge in abuse | And then, after repeating the argument about 
i} 
| 


and denunciation of the ** Republic of the North,”’ || « uninterrupted possession,” he proceeds to say: 

and in boastful promises to reconquer from her the || _ « Here, then, is the true position of the Mexican republic; 
lost province of Texas. A single word about || despoiled, outraged, contemned, it is now attempted to sub- 
pacific negotiation, and some watchful aspirant || ject ber to « humiliating degradation. The seatimentof her 


plies the soldiery with protestations of his zeal for | own dignity will not allow her to consent to her own igno- | 


a ie . 5 | iny.?? 
their interests, and his hatred of the northern rob- ~ 


bers; feeds their cupidity with hopes of booty; || _ But even this is not all. If Sefior Castillo y 
denounces the peaceful designs of the Executive | Lanzas be not very courteous, he is at least very 
as traitorous; and a revolt, in his own favor, is || frank. His Government, so in another part of the 
den tenet. || despatch he tells us, had beforehand declared, in 
Such was the part played, and suceessfully || View of the annexation of Texas, that it would 
played, at this juncture, by Paredes against Her- || regard ‘so notable an act of usurpation,” when 
rera. Even before Mr. Slidell set foot on shore, || consummated, as a cause of war; therefore, he 
a large handbill made its appearance, couched in || adds: 
language the most inflammatory, and headed in || _ “Negotiation was, by its very nature, at an end, and war 
startling capitals, “Treason.” And the same post || “** the.ealy resource of the Mexicen Govermment.” 
that conveyed to our Government Mr. Black’s And to this man, and in the face of such declara- 
letter, and the dictamen of the Mexican council of || tions, we were to talk of the niceties of a bound- 
government against the reception of an American || ary line, or the equitable partition of a petty strip 


Minister, broughtalso files of the ‘Amigo del Pue- || of land between the Nueces and the Rio Grande! 
blo,” the leading opposition journal of Mexico, || Texas is his demand! A retrocession of Texas 
breathing the fiercest hostility against the United || his claim of satisfaction ! 
States, denouncing the proposed negotiation as || To those who charge that our Government wil- 
treason, aud, in its last number, calling upon the |! fully began, and wilfully continues, the war, I 
people to put down the Government by force. desire here to put a plain question. You have 
These documents were received at the Depart- || heard the claim of Mexico: are you ready to grant 
ment of State, on the 12th of January last, and || it? Do you advise to cede the State of Texas as 
the next day orders were expedited to General || the price of peace? If so, well; avow, frankly, 
‘Taylor to advance from Corpus Christi, and take || that such is your counsel. But if not, if you think 
up a position on the eastern bank of the Rio Bravo. || the price ce is too high, 
Against this move, so long delayed, and made 1 then do not, after the manner of children, complai 
at last only when all reasonable — of peace | that you have not obtained what you are unwilling 
had pa away, the Whig party have chiefly | to purchase. 
concentrated their attack. [tis set down as unpro- || ne of my coll s, (Mr. Cares B. Smrra,] in 
voked, unwarranted; the sole and sufficient cause || Roticing, at the ect atotan, the shortcomings of 
of the war that ensued. | our Executive, cha » as a culpable omission, 
I have heard the two-penny tax on tea that was |) the non-conclusion of a treaty of boundaries. “It 


exico has set upon 


| Puffendorff, and every other publicist of standard 
| reputation, it were necessary to adduce the highest 
| legal American authority, itis at hand. We find, 
| among the cases in the Supreme Court reported 
| for the year 1819, one exactly in point. : 

| The facts and the opinion in this case are briefly 
' 

| 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


as follows: On the first of September, 1814, the 
British forces captured the town and harbor of 
Castine, in the collection district of Maine. It 
remained in possession of the British from that 
| time until the 27th of April, 1815, when, in pur- 
'| suance of a treaty of ce, then just concluded, 
|| it was restored to the United States. During the 
|| time of its occupation by the British forces, certain 
'| goods were imported into the said port; and the 
|| legal question presented was, whether these goods 
|| were imported into what was then a part of the 

United States, and were subject to American du- 

ties, or whether they were imported into what, for 

the time, was one of the British possessions in 

North America, and therefore subject to British 
'law. The opinion of the court, delivered by Mr. 
|, Justice Story, was a unanimous one. At declared, 
| that goods imported into Castine, during its occu- 


| 
| 





| pation by the British troops, ‘* were in no correct 
| sense im into the United States.’’ And it 
| thus lays down the law on the subject of conquest 
and the rights it gives: 
“ i occupation 
e oe ee which enabled him to 
ex the fullest rights of sovereignty over that place. 


ion of Castine, the 


ed the laws of the United States could no 
tants who remain 
the surrender, the inhabitants passed under a temporary 
giance to the B 


vol. 4, p. 254. 


Mr. Webster, for the defence, adduced numer- 
ous authorities, which may be consulted by the 


skeptical, and of which Mr. Story said: 


«“ The authorities cited at the bar would, if there were any 
doubt, be decisive of the question. But we think it too 


clear to requite any aid from authority.”—Page 255. 


A temporary government is, from the necessity 
of the case, usually imposed on the conquered by 


The sovereiguty of the United States was, of course, sus- 
itted to the conquerors. By 


alle- 
laws, and such on a Guasw segue em 
on as t ee 
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simple proclamation of the victorious general. The 
right thus to impose It 18 universally recognised 
among civilized nations. But, under any govern- | 
ment not despotic, these temporary laws remain || 





| 


i} 


in force — until the constitutional authorities, 
considering their conquests permanent, may choose | 
to enact permanent laws for their government. 

For the exereise of this temporary power, essen- | 
tial to the security of conquest, and, what is more 
important, demanded by a just regard for the safety 
and protection of the conquered, we have prece- || 
dents enough in the history of our own Govern- | 
ment. Of these, the most strietly in point, per- i 
haps, is & roclamation issued during the late war || 


by General Harrison and Commodore Perry, dated | 
| 


the 17th of October, 1813, and, it may with proba- 
bility be conjectured, dictated by President Madi- | 
gon himself. Here it is: 
« By William Henry Harsison, major-general in the service | 
of the United States, commander-in-chief of the north- i] 
western army, and Oliver Hazard Perry, captain in the |) 
navy, and commanding the fleet of the United States on 
Lake Erie: 


‘4 PROCLAMATION. 

« Whereas, by the combined operations of the Jand and 
paval forces under our command, those of the enemy within 
the upper district of Upper Canada have been captured or 
destroyed, and the said district is now in the quiet posses- || 
sion of our troops, it becomes necessary to provide for its 
government: therefore, we do hereby proclaim and make | 
kvown that the rights and privileges of the inhabitants, and 
the laws and customs of the country, as they existed, or || 
wer: in force at the period of our arrival, shall continue to 
prevail. All magistrates and other civil officers are to re- 
sume the exercise of their functions; previonsly taking an | 
oath to be faithful to the Government of the United States 
as long as they shall be in possession of the country. The 
authority of all militge commissions is suspended in said | 
district, and the officers required to give their parole, in || 
euch way as the officer who may be appointed by the com- 
manding general to administer the government shall di- 
rect.”? 

I commend to the attention of those whose fears 
have discovered in the recent proclamations of 
Stockton and Kearny alarming and unprecedented || 
encroachments on our republican system, this proc- 
lamation of Harrison and Perry. It may allay 
their fears to reflect that among the distinguished 
men of the last generation few better understood 
constitutional Jaw, or more jealously guarded con- | 
stitutional rights, than James Madison. 

Such reflections, one might hope, would some- 
what reconcile them to the rightful character of 
the steps taken pe age Government during the 
past progress of this Mexican war. Yet, even 
then, the future and its destiny rise up to alarm. 








torch of glory, the phantom of ambition, whither 


| is widely different. 
| ments, the population seldom falls below an aver- | 


| proclamation, issued by General Taylor, is: 


| select for themselves.” 


| ernment that inflicts them, then is all revolution 





are these to lead? At what point in our career of 
aggrandizement shall we stay our steps? What 
conquests will satisfy? what boundary content us? 

it is impossible, with so much uncertainty before 
us, to offer a trustworthy opinion as to the exact 
line of boundary, which, in any future treaty with 
Mexico, it may be deemed proper to demand, in 
satisfaction of debts long due, and as indemnity 
for the expenses of a war thrust upon us without 
provocation, Ifthat war be much longer protracted, 
public opinion, in my judgment, will settle down 
upon a line running up the Rio Grande to about 
the parallel of thirty-two ; thence, with that parallel 
as a basis, west to the Gulf of California, and 
thence, perhaps, down that gulf to the Pacific, 
giving us the-territory of New Mexico and the 


| 
| 


Where (they demand) is all this to end? The 


rather the Departments, of Mexico proper. 

The country which, under such a boundary, 
would fall to the United States, is very sparsely 
peopled. California, in its upper portion, including 
three-fourths of the entire territory, is estimated to 
contain but one inhabitant to every sixteen square 
miles. The London Times, a paper sufficiently 
disposed to favor Mexico, —— of the proba- 
bility that the war will make this country ours, 
expresses, in its leader of the 9th November last, 
the opinion, that the loss will net be *‘a sensible 
blow to Mexico,”’ and adds: 

“The Mexicans sed it, as Spain had possessed it, 
before them, in nominal, rather than in real sovereignty.” 

The territory of New Mexico is somewhat more 
populous; but even there the estimate is but one 
inhabitant to each square mile and a half: and, 
with Texas and California ours, it would be wholly 
inadmissible on our part, and of little advantage 
on Mexico’s, to leave her a narrow, almost de- 
tached, strip of country, projecting some five hun- 
ae miles into the ions of the United 

tes. 


Californias, and leaving untouched the States, or 





} 

The annexation to our Union of wild territory, || 
such as the Californias, chiefly oeeupied by no- || 
madic tribes of Indians, presents little difficulty, 
either present or prospective. It will be gradually 
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with them our language, our laws, and our repub- || 


lican institutions. 
South of latitude thirty-two, the state of things 
Even in the northern depart- 


age of five to the square mile; in San Luis Potosi 


| an independent repubtic. 


population has its own customs, habits, language, || 


religion; all differing from ours. 
dices, too, against, us. 
persuade it, that we are the aggressors, led on by | 
thirst for conquest, and waging a war of races and’ 
of religions. Ithas been told—and voices even from 

this Hall have endorsed the charge—that our in- | 


It has its preju- 


tention is, first to overrun and subjugate; and then || 


to annex department after department to our Union 
by force. But our Government has expressly dis- 
claimed all such intentions. The language of its | 


« We come to obtain reparation for repeated wrongs and 


come to overthrow the tyrants who have destroyed your | 


| liberties; but we come to make no war on the people of | 


Mexico, nor upon any form of free government they may | 


If the Mexican authorities should chance to cast 
their eyes over these remarks of mine, and should | 
find in what I am about to sav, one of those 


“springs and artifices’? by which, according to || 





| them at once to poverty and to bondage. 
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wives in those far regions of the south; then, when 
mutual relations of peace and good will shall have 


| aprung up between the races—then may come 


é || annexation; come, when mutually desired; come, 
settled, like Oregon, by our own citizens; carrying | 


because mutually acceptable. 

Meanwhile, since in Southern Mexico military 
despotism retains the ascendant, I should rejoice 
to see arise, north of iatitude twenty-two, perhaps, 

The departments of So- 
nora, Sinaloa, Chihuahua, Durango, Coahuila, 


0 | New Leon, Tamaulipas, San Luis Potosi, but, 
and Zacatecas it reaches ten or twelve. And this || 


above all, republican Zacatecas, have all, at times, 
evinced their impatience of the tyranny which 


|| robs them alike of their freedom and of their sub- 
Its rulers have sought to || 


stance; burdening them with the maintenance of a 
greedy and numerous soldiery, who live without 
work, except that of oppression, and thus reducing 
Stung 
by repeated injuries, they have several times at- 
a a revolution. I believe that the spirit of 
the brave and generous Mexia lives among them 
yet, and will show itself, ere long, in a decisive and 
victorious movement. 

If they succeed, with them we shall find no diffi- 


|| culty to negotiate a treaty of boundaries. And 
| injuries; we come to ebtain indemnity for the past; we | 


with a belt of free States thus niarpenag some ten 
degrees of latitude between us and Southern Mexi- 
co, the chances would be much diminished of in- 


|| jury from that miscalled republic in war, or of 
| quarrel with her in peace. 


And now, in conclusion, will gentlemen on the 


| other side of the House suffer me to address to 


them, we despoil their country of her possess- | 


ions, so be it! I avow my hope that the northern 
cast off the yoke of a military despot, and select | 
for themselves a form of free government. T avow | 
my hope, that if they do rise, our Government, so | 
long as this war shall last, will aid and support the | 
movement. 
Grievances enough have they to redress, wrongs | 
enough to avenge. A federal constitution over- | 
thrown, the right of suffrage abolished, the liberty | 
of the press destroyed, the very arms seized upon, | 
with which alone women and children could be | 
protected from Indian massacre—if outrages such | 
as these absolve not from all allegiance to the Gov- 


but rebellion, and men, once enslaved, should re- 
main forever slaves. 

Until this war commenced, we of the United 
States could but look on, when Mexican republi- | 
cans struck for freedom; could but give them our | 
good wishes, or at most, an encouraging word. | 
But now, our hands are free. Their oppressors | 
are Our enemies; and no law forbids, that, when | 
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they move for their rights, we should make com- 
mon cause with them. 
Such a movement, however, in its inception, is | 
their affair, not ours. To be effectual, it must be | 
spontaneous. Its benefits will inure to the Mexi- | 
cans, and with them it should originate. I sup- | 
pose that our Government will not interfere. It | 
will not, I imagine, persuade or dissuade, in the | 
matter. But if, without its agency, the republi- | 
cans of Northern Mexico rise against the Central | 
Government, we shall have the right, and I hope 
we shall use it, to extend to any such movement | 
the protection of the American army. | 
I do not believe that Northern Mexico, if, by | 
such aid, she achieved her independence, would 
desire other relations with us than those of peace, | 
friendship, and commerce. 1 do not believe she | 
would desire annexation. I am very sure that, at 
the present, she is wholly unprepared for it. If, | 
this day, she became part and parcel of our Union, | 
it would be but the beginning of trouble. Color, 
an established creed, domestic institutions—at ev- 
ery step some new difficulty would start up in our 
path. We neither share her feelings, nor under- 
stand her prejudices. Therefore we cannot frame 
laws to meet her wants, or to satisfy her people. 
It may not always be so. Free intercourse will 
soften, and at last remove, the prejudice, which 
Mexican. rulers, to serve their own ends, have 
spread abroad against us in these de ents. 
And when opinions, political, social, and religious, 
shall, by the assimilating influence of time, have 
approached each other; when railroads and tele- 
gruphe, the great machinery of civilization, shell 
ave crossed the Rio Bravo; when, it may be, the 
sons of our republic, attraged by the black eyes 
of Mexican beauty, shall have found homes and 


| 
1 
| 


them a few not unfriendly words. 
That which is spoken in this Hall remains not 


| here. It is published to the world. It goes to our 
departments—states, alas! no longer—will rise, will || 





enemies as well as to our friends. When members 
of an American Congress assert, that the war in 
which their country is engaged is unholy, unrighte- 
ous, damnable; the President’s war, who ought to 
be arraigned as a usurper for making it; every word 
they speak may be read—in all human probability 
18 Send, and with avidity—in the national palace of 
Mexico. When members of an American Con- 
gress declare, that Mexicans, for their manly resist- 
ance in such a war, are to be honored and applaud- 
ed, they speak, as it were, to the very men they 
praise and encourage; even in the ears of Santa 
Ana snd his advisers. 

Words that are to strengthen the hands and 


| cheer the hearts of the public enemy should be well 


weighed before they are uttered. I condemn no 
man, who speaks, from the depths of the heart, 
his honest thought. It is his right; and not the 
less his right, because of the consequence, be that 
what it will. If those who put Mexico in the 
right and their country and her President in the 
wrong, speak as they are prompted by the love of 
truth and justice alone, their language, no matter 
whom it may aid and comfort, shall pass unre- 
proved by me. But if, with this indignant zeal 
for justice to Mexico there mingle one motive Jess 
ure than truth, one lurking thought of party profit 
in an approaching contest at home, how stands the 
matter then? Not national treasure and national 
honor only, human lives are at stake in this war. 
They who drag it, as an element of advantage, 
into the arena of party strife, play with human 
lives! If any man, with even a glancing thought 
in his mind towards the Presidential succession, 
use words, put forth arguments, of which the ten- 
dency is to nerve the arm of the enemy, and thus 
protract the war, he sacrifices, on the prostituted 
altar of party, his country’s treasure, honor, well- 
being—yes, and the blood of her bravest sons. 

And such a man, thus placing obstacles in the 
way of negotiation, thus retarding an honorable 
peace, is the enemy, alike of his country and of 
civilization. The spirit of war is fast departing 
from the earth. One feels, in these modern days, 
when engaged even in the most justifiable war, as 


may some participant in a disreputable brawl, re- 
luctantly d into it by chance and bad neigh- 
borhood. necessity of the thing cannot blind 


one’s eyes to its barbarism. A man, or a nation, 
meriting to be called civilized, seeks the first pause 
in the combat, to hasten its termination. 

But what chance of terminating the war, while 
the enemy is daily fed with hopes, that, divided 
in feeling and distracted in counsel, we cannot, for 
any length of time, conduct military operations 
with vigor, or prosecute them with success? To 
dispose Mexico to peace, she must see us united, 
harmonious, conscious of eee Spee want 
ready to put forth all our strength. Then, an 
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thus, may she he brought to terms. Then, and | 
thus, may this appeal to arms, the last, I trust, in |) 
which America shall ever be forced to engage, || 
come to a close; and the period at last arrive, when 
we may turn our swords into ploughshares, and 
study war no more. 

Mr. HAMLIN then remarked: He did not rise 
for the purpose of occupying much of the time of || 
the committee; nor had he resolved to enter into an 
investigation of all the causes which led to the war; 
nor did he rise to state the reasons which rendered 
it imperative upon them to vote, not only cheer- | 
fully, but readily, for the necessary supplies of | 
men and money for its support and maintenance; 
although before proceeding to discuss the bill now 
hefore them directly, he might be pardoned for 
saying that he had been truly pained by the course 
which those members, who stand opposed to the 
Administration, had deemed it their duty on this 
measure to take. He had hoped that when the 
country was engaged in a foreign war, all asperi- 
ty of party feeling would be forgotten. He had 
hoped, that instead of dragging before them all 
the political topies which had divided the com- 
munity into parties, they might have laid them 
all on the altar of their common country, and have 
rallied at this time in support of the country’s 
rights and honor. When he spoke of the na- 
tion’s honor and sacred rights, he intended it in no 
sense of technicality and refinement. He meant 
what were their great and substantial national 
riglits, and nothing less. For their rights, great 
and substantial, were involved in the issue of the 
present question; and as men regarding the wel- 
fare of their country—as lovers of humanity, re- | 
garding the lives of their fellows—they were com- 
manded to come up there as one man, and present 
an unbroken front to those who had set themselves 
in array as the enemies of the country, whenever 
and wherever the occasion might occur. The hour 
of sober reflection and of chastened feeling would 
come. The time would come when gentlemen upon 
the other side of this question would regret the 
course which they had taken. The hour of calm 
reflection must come, and when it came without 
any of the provoking character of party interests 
mingling with it, a keen regret that they had at- 
tempted to show divided counsels in the nation 
must come along with it. ‘The moral effects of 
stich a course upon those with whom they were 
combating could not be mistaken. [t was emphat- 
ically giving them ‘aid and comfort.”’ 

Sut he had arisen there, not, as he had already 
stated, for the purpose of defending the course of 
the Administration in the war, or for the purpose 
of developing the causes which led to it. That had | 
been well done by the Executive. ‘That had been 
well done by other gentlemen who had preceded 
him on that floor; and he was willing to spread be- 
fore the country the facts and arguments on that 
subject as they now stood recorded, and leave the 
matter at issue there. Kut while he stood there 
pledged cheerfully and willingly to vote for men 
and money to prosecute the war they were then 
engaged in, the way, the mode, and the means of || 
doing it, he must be permitted himself to judge of. 
He would state, then, that he was in favor of rais- 
ing the ten new regiments designated by the bill 
which had been reported by the Committee on || 
Military Affairs. ‘They were necessary; they were || 
recommended by the proper department. The | 
proposal would commend itself to the judgment 
of the House, and he doubted not would receive || 
theirapproval. But he was in favor of changing— 
thoroughly, radically, and essentially changing— || 
the terms, features, and conditions of the bill, He 
believed—and it was mainly for the purpose of 
expressing this belief that he had risen—that there 
were great and essential reasons why the terms and || 





conditions of the bill might well be changed—why, i] 
he would say further, they were called upon abso- || 
Jutely to change the terms and conditions of the || 
bill. They presented to the world the remarkable || 
spectacle of a people eager to rush into contest; and | 
the history of all the world did not furnish an ex- 
ample where the citizen soldier was as ready to 
rally around the standard of his country as they 
had shown themselves to be, and as they still con- 
tinued to be. 
Further, they were told by the Executive and || 
by the War Department, that an independent corps 
was preferable to a standing army. It was in | 


accordance with this principle that a wert — | 
ions of dol- | 


law at the last session granting ten mil 


| cording to the terms of the war, for the defence of | 


/ some of these reasons which occurred to his own |! 


the time and conditions which the bill provided, 


_ volunteers could be more rapidly raised and soon- | 


| message the report of the Secretary of War. By | 


| increase the rank and file of the regiments in the regular 
| service to more than double the former number. Prompt 


| been attended with the desired effect. When filled up to 
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lars and fifty thousand men—volunteers, for the | 
purpose of carrying on the war, -He would not || 
take up the time of the committee by alluding to 1 
the fact with how much alacrity these men enrolled || 
themselves-—how ready they were to enlist, ac- || 


i} 
| 


the country and the prosecution of the war ; nor || 
would he weary them by going over all the grounds; || 
by enumerating all the reasons which rendered || 
them essentially better than a standing army. Yet || 


mind were so forcible that he wished to state them. || 


He wished to state them for the consideration of || 
the honorable gentleman who stood at the head of || 
the committee [Mr. Haratson] who had reported || 
this bill. He was for voting men and money on | 


bat he would change the organization from that of 
a standing army to that of volunteers, He would | 
enlist them for five years’ service, or for the war. | 
He would embrace the same principles precisely | 
as regarded the time and the terms, but he would | 
change the form of the regiments from a standing | 
army to that of a volunteer force. i 

He would state the reasons which operated upon 
his own mind, and induced him to form this opin- 
ion, and which, he hoped, would also operate upon 
the minds of the committee, and lead them to em- 
brace like views. First, it was a matter of doubt. 
He doubted much whether ten thousand regulars 
could be enlisted in a standing army in addiuon to 
the number already in the army, and the number 
still authorized to be raised. He was quite sure | 


est mustered into service. They had the report 
of the Secretary of War before them, and were not | 
to mistake the lesson that taught them. They | 


last session of Congress, they had authorized the 
filling up of the ranks to a number but litle short 
of seventeen thousand. ‘The same report told them 


that under the provisions of that very law there || 


had enlisted not more than about twenty-five hun- || 
| dred soldiers—two thousand of these coming from 


sections of the country where but few officers could | 
be found to comman 


army to the number of seventeen thousand, and had | 
failed except about twenty-five hundred. What | 


been presented, that there was ability or power | 
anywhere to raise ten regiments of men? It was 
questionable whether any such evidence could be 
presented. He, for one, did not believe the regi- 





| the war, which will amount to 9,380; and upon 


them. This consideration || 
should guide and direct them—the fact that they | 
had already granted full authority to increase the | 


| 


| pause, and inquire whether,-if they granted the 








Jan. 4, 
‘Tt is not possible to foretell, with much precision, w), 
number of troops the exigencies of the war may r quire fo 
the ensuing year. The estimates presented to the Secreta, 
of the Treasury have been made upon the present establist. 
ment of the regular troops, wholly filled up, giving : 
force of 16,998, exclusive of enlisted men of ordnance 
ten additional regiments to be raised to serve to the 


a tote! 
+ Upon 
end of 


mad Contingent 
force of ten thousand volunteers, to be organized under ex 


isting laws, and called into service if needed.” 

That was the state of their army at the time the 
report was made by the Secretary of War, show. 
ing that there was authority to enlist more thay 
seven thousand men under the provisions which 
already existed. He (Mr. H.) was told by hig 
friend on his right, that he was incorrect with ye. 
gard to the number which had enlisted. If the gen. 
tleman would examine the Army Register, which 


| exhibited the number of men reported to them by 
| law, he would find that only about twenty-five 


hundred had enlisted. At all events, whether that 
be the number or not, their enlistment would show 


_ the fact that the army was only about twenty-five 


hundred greater than it was before. 
Mr. HARALSON remarked that the gentleman 
made no calculation for those who went out of the 


service. 


‘Mr. HAMLIN, in answer to the chairman of 
the committee, believed he had a fair offset to his 
remark, and would state that a certain regiment 
which had been raised and officered by the Execu- 
tive for the purpose of establishing a line of mili 
tary posts on the road from Missouri to Oregon, 
_ had been swallowed up by the army. 

It is true the whole number of enlistments is 
nominally 5,945. An examination of the facts set 
forth in the report of the Adjut&nt General would 
put the matter in its true light before the House 


nm f |, and the country. That will show the mistake 
knew that by the existing law passed during the || 


under which the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
{Mr. J. R. Incersoit] labors. To make up that 
number, a corps of sappers and miners, a detach- 
ment at West Point, the whole of the regiment 
_ recruited for garrisoning posts to Oregon, and all 
reénlistments, are included. On page 70, of the 
documents accompanying the President’s message, 
the Adjutant Gener gives the following “ siate- 
‘ment showing the whole number of recruits enlist- 
‘ed in the army from the first of October, 1845, to 
* September 30th inclusive, 1846.’’ Then follows 
an account of the various recruiting stations at 
which the enlistments were made, concluding with 


evidence should satisfy them that if they granted | the “number of recruits enlisted for the general 
this bill precisely in the terms in which it had || geryice 2,576.” 


That he understood to be the 
whole number of enlistments for the regular ser- 
vice for the past political year. 

Before acting on this subject, then, they should 


ments could be so soon raised by this bill as in | number of men proposed, it would answer the 


volunteers. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL here asked the floor ] 


ae required, as well as a volunteer =. 
e doubted very much whether it would. But 


for a moment; and on its being yielded by the || in addition to what the Secretary of War said 


honorable gentleman from Maine, he remarked || on the 
| that as many as six thousand men had been en- | 


listed within the last few months. Therefore, the 
presumption was that they would be able to raise 
these men without any great delay. He (Mr. I.) 
had a preference for the regular soldier. ‘That was 





all. 


Mr. HAMLIN proceeded. He held in his hands | 
the message of the President, with the accompany- 
ing documents, communicated to them on the 8th 
of December last. He found accompanying the 


that report they were informed, that up to that 
period of time, but about twenty-five hundred had 
enlisted. 

« Authority was given at the last session of Congress to 


measures were taken to procure recruits, but they have not 





the maximum allowed by law and Executive approbation, 
our regular force will be 16,998 officers and men; but it 
does not now exceed 10,300. The want of better success 
in recruiting is, [ apprehend, mainly to be ascribed to the 
large number of volunteers which has, in the meantime, 
been called out. The volunteer service is regarded, gen- 
erally, by our citizens, as preferable to that in the regular 
army; and as Jorg as volunteers are expected to be called 
for, it will be difficult to fill the ranks of regular regiments, 
unless additional inducements are offered or the terms of 
service modified. A small pecuniary bounty, given at the 
time of enlistment, or land at the end of the terms of ser- 
vice, would, it is believed, have a most beneficial effect. 
Probably an equally favorable result would flow from annex- 
ing a coniition to the present period of service, allowing the 
recruit to be discharged at the end of the present war. It is 
presumed there are many thousand patriotic citizens who 
would cheerfully enter the service for the war if they could 
return to the pursuits of civil life at its close. 1 





of a law increasing the rank and 
| file of the army, he (Mr, H.) was fortified by his 
| present report. He spoke—what every man knew 
| —in the highest terms of the lustre which the vol- 
_unteer corps had shed upon their arms abroad. 
| They had literally covered themselves with glory. 
| They had sustained great and substantial inter- 
| ests—the rights of this people—and had gained for 
themselves an imperishable renown. Who was it 
but the volunteers of the western-country that 
stormed the works of Monterey? What but the 
conduct of brave and gallant men that led to the 
triumph of American arms on that occasion? 
They had it endorsed in full by the report of the 
Secretary of War, coming up to the mark, and 
stating clearly and distinctly that they had done 


|| all that was expected of them. If, then, they had 


done all that was expected of them—and he be- 
lieved they had—and they were told that they 
would answer all purposes, he thought his posi- 
tion was well fortified by the language of the Sec- 
retary of War himself. 
. But he would come directly to another ques- 
tion—the question of executive patronage. Al- 
though the ident of the United States was now 
the President of his choice, he was now and always 
in favor of restricting the executive patronage 
| wherever it could well be done, and w there 
| was no necessity of extending it. This, he be- 
lieved, was the doctrine of the old Jeffersonians. 
_ It seemed to him that there was no necessity for 
placing the appointment of four hundred rs 
fn the hands of the Executive, to be wielded for 
| good or evil, as the case might be, though it be 
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exercised with all the prudence the best man on | 
earth could employ. It was not in the power of 
man to exercise such an extended power without 
erring in some cases. Nor was there the slightest | 

} 

| 








necessity for it—not that he would question the 
wisdom of the appointments which had been made. | 
Who had complained of the officers of the gallant 
volunteers? He had never heard the first com- 
laint that they had not acquitted themselves val- | 
jantly and bravely, They had always led their'| 
forces, and had not gone in the rear. The word || 
with them had been, ‘* volunteers, we’ll go’’"—not | 
«you go.” There was, and could be, no com- | 
jaint of the manner in which the volunteers had || 
acquitted themselves. ‘They had fully realized the 
hopes which had been entertained of them. And | 
now he asked, if it was not a consideration which 
should address itself to them—one which should, 
in fact, be imperative upon them. 
There were other considerations in the matter || 
which every gentleman might call to mind, and || 
follow out in all their varied ramifications of thought, || 
cach one for himself; but there was one considera- | 
tion which he desired coeceny to dwell upon. It | 
was the manner in which the regular army was to | 
be officered. They were to see officers from one | 
State recruiting in another. Pennsylvania—God | 
bless her !—would be again called upon to furnish | 
men for officers from another State; and now she || 
stood ready with twenty-seven regiments of volun- || 
teers prepared to go wherever the defence of their | 
country’s rights called them. He would ask, if it 
was not expedient to permit those corps to officer 
themselves? To this point he would invite special | 
attention. It appeared to himself to be one of | 
pressing importance. Standing armies enjoyed no 
favor with him, and were only justifiable in his 
view when absolutely necessary. That a standing 
army was absolutely necessary at the present time, 
he did not believe; nor could he believe it until he 
had seen a failure of all other, and, as he thought, 
better means. As yet he was confident there were 
other means which would prove amply sufficient. 
The House might not recollect a bill offered at 
its last session, but he well recollected it, as he had | 
occasion to confer with the gentleman who intro- 
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| the results which he was in favor of. 


| proviso of this kind in the bill; but 





duced it. He referred to the bill reported by the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina [Mr. Brack] for the 
reorganization of the militia. What was one of the 
grand features of the bill? It was one too often 
derided, too often laughed at. It was the great and 
glorious doctrine of State rights, State pride, State 
duty; and these doctrines were not to be forgotten 
in this connexion. That gerdeman proposed to 
organize the several corps ef militia in the Union 
into corps to be denominzted legions—each State | 
to have ite own legion aad its own colors. Well, 
there was something in this suggestion. When 
called into active service, if there were substantial 
honors to be gained—laurels to be reaped, the pride 
of each State would be aroused to reap and gather 
its own share of the laurels. This would tend to 
preserve the principle of State rights. But it was 
a serious objection to the pending bill—a great ob- 
jection with himself—that by building up this large 
standing army, there would be a constant and tre- 
mendous tendency to centralization. How differ- 
ent would it be with the independent corps—each 
impelled and directed to a common purpose, and 
yet meeting in separate places of rendezvous, re- | 
specting their individual rights, and contending | 
each for the glory of his own State. 

Bat how Sontd it be with a standing army? 
Why, all individuality would be swallowed up, 
and all State lines obliterated. Now, (he said,) 
that single fact alone was sufficient, in his own 
mind, to lead him to prefer a modification or change 
of the bill, so that it should be made one by which 
men should be enlisted for the same term of time, 
but as volunteers. He could himself see no earthly 
objection to such an enlistment of a volunteer force, 
which did not obtain in a very much greater degree 
to the enlistment of a standing army. It was be- 
lieved that a corps of men more active, and more 
efficient, cou &e raised, if the time of service 
should be limited to the continuance of the war, 
or for five years, and that the time it would require 
to enlist them would be much shorter than by the 
other plan. If they believed the enlistment of these 
men to be absolutely necwssary, then they fur- 
nished his own mind with an argument in favor of 
an independent corps—of an independent corps, 
for the reason that it might be sooner obtained, as 
well as for the consideration that it might be offi- 


cered by men of their own choice—by men from 
the States from which the several corps came. 
This course would also restrict the executive pa- 
tronage—a consideration which he had already 
insisted on as important. He wished, indeed, that 
the chairman had reported a bill originally embra- 
cing the features which had suggested themselves 
to his own mind. 

But there was now pending before them an 
amendment offered by the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Rarusen,] which would receive his 
vote. He should vote for it, for the very good rea- 


|| son that it would serve in a great degree to produce 


He, how- 
ever, should prefer to change the whole bill, and 
pass one for raising a volunteer force for the same 
time, and on the same terms, which that bill pro- 
posed. There was, however, one other feature in 
the bill which afforded an insuperable objection to 
itin his mind. Before the bill could receive his 


|| own vote, there must be imbodied in it a proviso 


to reduce the machinery of the officers—a clause 
by which the officers should be dismissed from 
service when the term for which the regiments had 
enlisted had expired. He understood there was a 
{A voice: 
**Not full enough.’’] The gentleman from Ilinows 
said it was not full enough. He could not say 
himself, as he had but partially examined the pro- 
viso in question ; but any bill must contain a pro- 
vision for the dismissal of the officers with their 
regiments, to receive his sanction. The little ex- 
perience which he had enjoyed on this subject, has 
taught him the difficulty—the almost impossibiii- 
ty—of reducing the number of officers in a time 
of peace, however necessary it might be. They 
hung upon their posts with hooks of steel. An 
intimate and friendly acquaintance influenced one 
mind; the fact that they had spent their best years 
and energies in their country’s service, swayed a 
second; that, after long service, they were still 
poor, and had large families depending upon them 
forasupport,athird. One cause operated upon one 
mind and anotheruponanother. There were always 
so many reasons of this nature pressed upon them in 
time of peace, that it was found to be almost imprac- 
ticable to reduce the number of the officers, even 
though they had been told over and over again by 
the proper departments that they had supernume- 
rary officers dependent upon them incapable of 
discharging wholly or partially the duties of their 
respective offices. While he was willing (he re- 
peated) to vote for men and money to any extent 
for the purpose of prosecuting the war with vigor 
and alacrity, until it should be brought to a suc- 
cessful and honorable termination, he was not wil- 
ling to rush thus blindly upon the course proposed, | 
when he had the lamp of experience shedding its 
light upon their anandehiss-tin experience of the 
past, admonishing them that if a certain course 
should be pursued, certain desirable and happy re- 





sults would follow; and that if the contrary course | 
should be adopted, adverse consequences would 


follow. 


He had risen for the purpose of speaking almost | 


with the hope of producing an impression upon 
the minds of the members; but this was an object 
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Mr. Hawnecan, who has been indisposed for 
some days past, appeared in his seat this morning. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, presented the 
memorial of James W. Schaumburg, praying that 
the Senate will take no action in regard to promo- 
tions in the first regiment of United States dragoons 
that will prejudice his claims to rank as an officer 
in that regiment; and moved its reference to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WESTCOTT desired to know why the 
petition should be referred to that committee, in- 
stead of the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. JOHNSON replied, that the reason for ask- 
ing the reference to the Judiciary Committee was, 
that it presented a purely legal question, arising 
out of an act of Congress. 

The reference to the Committee on the Judiciary 
was then ordered. 

Mr. CORWIN presented a memorial from mem- 
bers of the Legislature of Ohio, asking that the 


| State may be divided into two judicial districts; 


which was referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

‘ Also, the petition of citizens of Dayton, Ohio, 
asking that a portion of the public land may be 


applied to the construction of a railroad from Lake 
| Michigan to the Pacific ocean; which was referred 


to the Committee on Publie Lands. 

Mr. CAMERON presented the petition of Rezin 
Tevis, asking a grant of land a additional pay 
for services in the revolutionary war; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. STURGEON presented two memorials 
from citizens of Philadelphia, in favor of the con- 
struction of a railroad from the lakes to the Pacific; 
which were referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr, ARCHER presented the petition of Captain 
Thomas ap Catesby Jones, of the United States 
navy, asking to be restored to the invalid navy 
pension list; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. DIX presented the petition of John Martin, 
an officer in the war of 1812, asking for arrears of 
yension; which was referred to the Committee on 
Dasadaen: 

Also, the petition of William’ Hogan, adminis- 


_ trator of Michael Hogan, deceased, praying pay- 


ment of a sum of money certified by a jury to be 
due him from the United States; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ARCHER presented the memorials of Joice 
Billups, and of the administrators of Coventon 


| Simkins, deceased, praying indemnity for French 


rarely accomplished, rarely hoped for, indeed. He || 


would say, then, once more, let them avoid un- 
necessary extension of executive patronage; let 
them raise a volunteer corps; let them permit the 
corps itself to be officered by men of their own 
choice; and let the officers and the regiments be 
dismissed simultaneously. With these provis- 
ions attached to the bill, it would receive his hearty 


adopted by all means, whether we finally pass a || 


bill for volunteers, or to increase the regular army. 
Mr. A. JOHNSON then obtained the floor, and | 
the committee rose and reported progress. 


spoliations prior to 1800; which were severally re- 
ferred to the select committee on that subject. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented the 
memorials of the heirs of John Ross, deceased, 
and of the legal representatives of John E. Dorsey, 
deceased, praying indemnity fox,French spotiations 
prior to 1300; which were severally referred to the 
select commitiee on that subject. 

THE TARIFF. 

Mr. CAMERON submitted the following reso- 
lution for consideration: 5 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate on what articles 


| embraced in the tariff act of 1846, the duties can 
| be increased beyond the existing rates, so as to 
coéperation and support. The provision dismis- || 
sing the officers at the end of the war should be | 


augment the revenue, andto what extent the said 
duties can be increased, and what additional! reve- 
nue would accrue therefrom. - 

Mr. CAMERON remarked that he should be 
necessarily absent to-morrow, and he therefore 
moved that the resolution lie over until the day 


Mr. THURMAN, from the Committee on the i after to-morrow; which was agreed to, 


Judiciary, reported the bill to reorganize the dis- | 
trict courts of the United States in the State of | 


Alabama, which had been referred to that commit- | 
tee, back to the House, without amendment. 


i 


Mr. HILLIARD asked that the bill might be 

t upon its passage. H 
Mr. PAYN E said he could see no necessity for || 
the passage of the bill at this time, and he 


question was put, 
The House adjourned. 


|| and 


NEW JERSEY AND NEW YORK, ETC. 


Mr. DAYTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous consent, 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 


| 
| instructed to inquire into the expediency of rean- 


nexing the port of Jersey city to the collection 


; ere- |, district of the port of New York. 
fore moved to lay it upon the table; but, before the ! 


Mr. DAVIS submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 


agreed to: 
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Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
modifying the laws of the United States in regard 
to liens by attachment, as to make them uniform 
in all cases to the laws of the States where such 
liens are authorized. 


RETURN OF SANTA ANA TO MEXICO. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order of the day, being the following 
resolution heretofore submitted by the late Mr. 
Barrow: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to inform the Senate if any officer or 
agent was sent by him or by his direction to Ha- 
vana, to advise, procure, or in any manner promote 
the return of Santa Ana to Mexico; and if so, who 
was the officer or agent, what were his instructions, 
and when was he sent on such a mission; also that 
he inform the Senate by what means, and through 
what channel, Santa Ana was informed that an 
orfer was issued to the commander of our naval 
forces in the gulf directing said commander not to 
obstruct his (Santa Ana’s) return to Mexico; and 
also that he transmit to the Senate copies of any 
correspondence in possession of the Government 
relative to the terms or conditions on which Santa 
Ana was permitted to pass through our blockading 
squadron, or in any manner relating to the subject 
of Santa Ana’s return to Mexico. 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, the resolution was 
laid upon the table. 


The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Bacay, was considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing a national foundry at Tuscaloosa, 
in the State of Alabama. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, reported a bill making compen- 
sation to pension agents for their services; which 
was read, and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. CAMERON, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, reported a bill to amend the 
charter of the ** Provident Association of Clerks 
in the civil departments of the Government of the 
United States in the District of Columbia;’’ which 
was read, and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which the same had been referred, re- 
perted back the bill to authorize the relinquishment 
of the sixteenth section, in certain cases, and the 
selection of other lands in lieu thereof, without 
amend ment. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which the same had been referred, re- 
ream back the bill to extend the time for selling 
ands granted to the Kentucky Asylum for teach- 
ing the deaf and dumb, without amendment. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a joint resolution 
for the relief of Saltmarsh & Fuller. 

Mr. NILES, from the same committee, to which 
had been referred the joint resolution from the 


House, authorizing and directing the examination | 


and settlement of the claims of Alexander M. 
Cumming, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Madison 


Allen; which was read, and ordered to a second | 


reading. 
Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, reported a bill for the relief of the per- 


sonal representative of William A. Slacum de- 


ceased; which was read, and passed to a second 
reading. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, from the Com- 
mittee on Claims, made a report upon the petition 
of Joseph de la Francia; which was ordered to be 
printed, 


Mr. ATCHISON (on leave) introduced a bill | 
to compromise the claim of the heirs or legal rep- 
| tion had been considered in the committee, and 


resentatives of John Smith, T., under a Spanish 
grant; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


GENERAL ORDERS. 
The bill for the relief of Joshua Dodge was read 
a third time, and passed. 
The Senate then proceeded to consider, as in 


committee of the whole, the joint resolution for 
the relief of William H. Thomas. 
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After some conversation between Messra. JAR- 
NAGIN, SEVIER, and MANGUM, the joint | 
resolution was referred to the Committee on Indian | 
Affairs. i] 


WIDOWS’ PENSIONS. | 

The bill for the relief of Mary McRae, widow 
of Lieutenant Colonel William McRae, was taken || 
up. i 
ie. BENTON requested the Secretary to read } 
the report made at the last sesslon, and the Secre- || 
tary read it accordingly, and also the bill itself; | 
which was then reported to the Senate without || 
amendment. | 
The question of engrossment tor a third reading || 
being before the Senate, : | 
Mr. CALHOUN said, as he understood this bill, | 
for he had not heard the papers read, it was pro- || 


posed to give to the widow of an officer who died || 


in the service of the United States, but not in bat- || 


le, a pension for five years. i} 
Several voices: ‘* For life.’’ 1 
Mr. CALHOUN. Well, for life; and all he | 


if 


should say of it was, that it was a perfectly novel || 
application, so far as the army was concerned. It || 
was carrying the practice further than it had ever |, 
been carried before; though he believed it had been | 
done in the navy. There were gentlemen there far | 
more familiar with the subject than he was; but if | 
his impression was correct, the practice, with re- | 
spect to the navy, had grown out of a law which 


j 
j 


| Sussed the Senate in a hurried manner at the end 


of a session, and for which no Senator yet had 
been found to take the responsibility. If bis recol- || 


uld be preferable that this bill should not ky 
wo preferable that this bill should 
taken up until the question alluded to a Sak 
so that the general princinle should be settled be. 
fore deciding upon an individual case. With this 
view he proposed that this bill should be postponed 
until after the other should have been disposed of 
—- CALHOUN. Let it be laid upon the table 
then. 
Mr. BENTON. Yes; let it lie upon the table 
— “2 ee s 
The bill was accordingly laid upon the table 
be taken up at a future day. ? “— 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS IN MICHIGAN, 


The Senate next proceeded to consider the bil 
to apply alternate sections of the public domain for 
the completion of internal improvements in the 
State of Michigan, and for other purposes, 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE said it would be proper 
for him to remark, that the second section of this 
bill was precisely the same as that which 
the Senate at a former session; indeed it had passed 
some three or four times. He must, however, ex. 
cept the first, which in the bill heretofore 
had relation to what was called the Central Railroad 
extending through the whole State from Detroit t¢ 
Lake Michigan. Since the last session, unfortu- 
nately, as he believed, that railroad had been sold; 


_ he had, therefore, stricken out from the bill, which 
he had the honor to present, so much as relates to 
| 


the Central Railroad, and substituted that which 
|| now relates to a railroad some fifty miles long, to 
|| connect the Ohio railroads and Lake Erie. The 
object was to get a continuous line of railroad from 


lection of it was correct—and the Senator from || the Atlantic States, and he hoped it would meet 
Massachusetts (Mr. Davis} could correct him if || with the approbation of the Senate. In that ex- 
le was in error—there was a large amount which || pectation, he would not longer detain the Senate 


had been collected and set apart for a pension fund, 


out of prizes captured by the navy; and by the law || 


to which he had alluded, provision had been made 
out of that fund to give to widows half-pay, under 
certain circumstances. There had been severa 
struggles made to overrule that system, in which 
he had taken part; and he was under the impres- 
sion that there had been some modification of the 
law. in this, however, he must have been mis- 
taken. 

Of the case of the widow of Colonel McRae, he 
could only say, he had no doubt that it was a meri- 
torious one. Colonel McRae had doubtless served 
his country faithfully; but it was impossible, under 
our form of Government, that such a pension sys- 
tem could be pursued. If this bill became a law, 
the consequence would be, it would drag others 
after it; and the general principle would prevail of 
extending pensions to the widows of officers of the 
army. Now, he thought this bill of so much im- 
portance, as to desire to see a full Senate when it 
was disposed of. Our pensions were already ex- 
tended beyond all propriety. There was not a 
people on earth that extend theirpension list as far 
as the United States. It constituted a means of 
absorbing a large portion of our revenue; and if 


' there were no other objection, he thought this was 
| a very improper period to commence the extension 


of the pension system. — 

Under these impressions, he should certainly 
vote against the bill, and he called for the yeas and 
hays thereon. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BEN'TON, in reply, said the Senator from 
South Carolin. was, no doubt, entirely correct in 


| supposing that if this bill should be passed it would 


lead to further applications of the same kind. But 


| it was a matter well worthy of the serious con- 


sideration of the Senate, whether justice did not 


_ require at their hands the allowance of such pen- 


| sions. 


He had had the honor of submitting a res- 
olution on this subject on the first day of the ses- 
sion, directing the Committee on Military Affairs 


| to inquire into the expediency of putting widuws 


of the soldiers and officers of the army of the Uni- 
ted States upon the same footing with the widows 
of the officers and seamen in the navy. The ques- 


it had instructed him to draw up a bill to accom- 
_plish the object which he had designated. Such 


a bill he was drawing up, and with that bill would 


| come up more appropriately the general question 


| Carnoun} saw behind this bill. 
| avowed that the 


which the Senator from South Carolina (Mr. 
He (Mr. B.) 
* question did lie behind « : 
utas he designed bringing up that general 

iS preparing, he thought it 


| Gor on the bill he was preparing, 


| with explanations. 
Mr. BAGBY desired to inquire of the Senator 
| from Michigan whether the railroad for the com- 
pletion of which this land was required, was the 
eee the State or of individuals? 
Mr. WOODBRIDGE replied that the State of 
Michigan had sold its entire interest in the central 
| railroad to a company which had been incorpora- 
| ted for that purpose. The State, as he had here- 
tofore had occasion to remark, was opposed to it, 
but it could not lie under the imputation of repu- 
diating its debts. It was absolutely forced to the 
measure, to relieve itself from the embarrassment 
| of debt incurred in its construction; the only alter- 





native was to sell the road for what it would bring, 
and the State, therefore, sold to individuals that 
great work, which had hitherto belonged entirely 
| to the State. But the first section of this bill wes 
| confined to the object of connecting that railroad 
with the Ohio iaieoed. 

appertained exclusively to the State. 


It was an interest which 
He hoped, 
therefore, that no objection would be raised against 
its passage, but that the bill would be adopted. 





Mr NILES said it appeared now that if the 
|| appropriation which was asked at the last session 
|| for the Central Railroad had been granted, it would 
|| have inured to the benefit of speculators. But now 

they were told that there was another object in 
view, which was to connect this central railroad 
with another road leading to Ohio. Well, who 
was to be benefited by that?) Who would be bene- 
fited by the extension of the Central Railroad to the 
Ohio railroad? Why, very enn the coneeny 
that owns the central railroad. It was intended, 
evidently, to be a feeder to their road; and if the 
| land now asked for were granted, it would be grant- 
| ed for the benefit of the company: These enter- 
prises are properly and rightfully private enter- 
rises. They succeed best in private hands—he 
fad almost said they succeed in no other; and ye 
they were called upon here to step out of the right- 

| ful course of action and make agrant of the public 
‘| domain—for what? Why they knew not what— 
whether it was for a State object or for the benefit 
of a ration, or of a private company. And 
when this grant was maile, every one must see they 
had no further control over it, whatever provisions 
there might be in the bill, (but he did not perceive 
that there were any restrictive provisions in it.) It 
might go to the benefit of the State; but it was more 
likely that it would go for the benefit of some com- 
pany, that in the end would have the ownership of 
these public works. This was the simple view of 
the matter. Such, he believed, would be the result. 
Te nah. nae ic domain in a case like this, 
would be worse than He knew 


iving it away. 
not how much land 


been already given to the 
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